THE SELF-MADE TRANS MAN AS RISKY BUSINESS: A

CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF GAINING RECOGNITION
FOR TRANS RIGHTS THROUGH ECONOMIC DISCOURSE
by DR. DAN IRVING*
Representation of self and community are significant issues for many
marginalized individuals. This is certainly the case for female-to-male (FTM)
transsexuals,' whose struggles for sex/gender self-determination are politicized on
various terrains. In politically progressive spaces, it is accepted that the freedom
for trans people to choose to live according to our sex/gender self-identification is a
crucial right. This is especially true given the systemic erasure of sex and gender
variance and the pathologization, vilification, and criminalization of transsexual
identities.
In this Article, I seek to reframe debates concerning transsexual selfdetermination by redirecting the focus away from whether or not sex/gender variant
individuals ought to be extended this right. Framing the discussion in terms of
affirming or negating individual rights to self-determination distracts from critical
dialogue concerning governing relations embedded within current conceptions of
self-determination. As a way to enrich understanding of transgendered rights and
the best strategies with which to attain them, scholars and activists must direct
attention towards the ways that requirements for social recognition are embedded
within human rights paradigms. Negotiated in the present context of neoliberal
democracy, trans individuals must demonstrate themselves to be deserving of rights
to self-determination to garner public support. This is often accomplished through
engaging in "hegemonic bargains" with others located in more privileged echelons
of society.2 Mistrusted for their non-normative sex and gender, trans individuals
and communities buttress their rights claims by emphasizing their inclusion within
normative class, race, and nationalist categories.'
Applying the framework of critical political economy, I examine efforts made
by some FTMs to achieve self-determination by articulating themselves and others
as "self-made men." The materialist approach employed here affixes this particular
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1. While its meaning is disputable, this Article defines transsexuality in terms of individuals who
identify as the sex opposite to the one assigned at birth, and wish to embody their understanding of their
sexed/gendered selves through medically assisted transition.
2. Anthony S. Chen, Lives at the Center of the Periphery,Lives at the Peripheryof the Center, 13
GENDER& Soc'Y 584, 600 (1999).
3. See Dan Irving, Normalized Transgressions:Legitimating the TranssexualBody as Productive,
100 RADjcAL HIST. REv. 38, 52 (2008) (discussing the emphasis of trans individuals as contributing
members to a neo-liberal market society).
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rhetoric-that concentrates on identity and behaviors-to neoliberal socioeconomic and political relations structuring North American society. 4 Constructing
FTM subjects as self-made men reinforces a normative masculinity mediated by
neoliberal socio-economic relations.
Self-made men discourses describing transsexual masculinities according to
the ideals of proper manhood reflect the exercising of agency on the part of many
white, middle-class, heterosexual FTMs. These men, who are often positioned as
the public ambassadors of transsexual male subjectivities, emphasize their personal
independence, professional capacities, and physical, mental, and spiritual fortitude
to challenge the gate-keeping role played by medical/psychological professionals,
and to convince the judiciary and the general public of their humanity.
However, to advance FTMs as self-made men regulates trans subjects in ways
that support neoliberalism as a capitalist "regime of accumulation." 5 To configure
FTMs as self-made obscures the complex ways that hegemonic masculinity is
infused by an exploitative and alienating economic logic that permeates all levels of
society, including the individual subject. Trans scholars and activists seeking to
gain social recognition and legitimacy for FTMs via narratives of self-sufficiency,
independence, tenacity, and ingenuity limit the freedom of most trans men.
Moreover, the conceptualization of FTMs as self-made perpetrates an incredible
injustice to marginalized trans people who will continue to be governed as
undeserving, improper, and unfit.
To make this argument, this Article is divided into three sections. The first
Section discusses briefly the historical emergence and the contemporary resurgence
of the self-made man as a cultural narrative. Not limited solely to trans men,
evidence of economic success was and continues to be integral to the performance
of proper masculinity. Normative masculinities within liberal democratic capitalist
societies have always contained economic facets linked to one's ability to be
productive, industrious, and independent economically. However, the stakes are
higher within the hostile climate of the neoliberal enterprise culture.
The second Section discusses the origins of, and the rationale for,
conceptualizing female-to-male transsexuals as self-made men. Commentary on
FTM transsexuality focuses primarily on the importance of embodied sex and the
limits of such embodiment for many trans men. It is important, however, that
theorists and organizers avoid reifying trans identities by reducing them to
universal and homogenous sex and/or gender categories.
Other relations of dominance that intercede trans identity formation and
influence the shaping of trans politics must be considered. Specific attention needs
to be directed towards the often unspoken power relations underlying the politics of
sex/gender self-determination. While understated within scholastic commentary,
many FTMs have emphasized their normality in terms of their potential for, or

4. David Tjeder, When CharacterBecame Capital: The Advent of the Self-Made Man in Sweden,
1850-1900, 5 MEN & MASCULINITIES 53, 61 (2002) (using American success manuals to tie being a
self-made man, independence, and individual success to individual power).
5. Irving, supra note 3, at 52, 54-55.
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achievement of, economic success to assure a wider society of their legitimacy as
men.
In the third Section, this Article analyzes how the (re)emergence of the selfmade man works to regulate FTM subjectivities in ways that capitulate to
The framing of FTMs as independent,
neoliberalism as a class project.
hardworking, innovative, tenacious, and professional will most likely contribute
positively to the achievement of formal rights to sex/gender self-determination for
trans people. However, only a select few will have access to such protections as
un(der)employed, dis/abled, criminalized, im/migrant trans men will not fit this
definition of the respectable trans male subject. Configured as sick, criminal, and
dependent, the most marginalized layers of the trans demographic will not have
legitimate claims to sex/gender self-determination as a human right. Their
subordination viewed as intrinsic character flaws places them outside the realm of
the active citizen deserving of rights.
I. INTRODUCING THE SELF-MADE MAN

While born out of struggle, the self-made man appeared as the "natural
outcome of capitalist economic life. ''6 He surfaced in the United States and
Western Europe during the early-to-mid-nineteenth centuries when the individual
entrepreneur made a bid for power as industrialization increased and freedom
became increasingly attached to the market. 7 This resulted in the aristocratic
societal foundations based on inherited estates giving way to liberal democracy and
capitalism.8
The gendered characteristics giving meaning to the self-made man formed a
protective edifice within which the anxiety-ridden business class could take refuge.
His vulnerability was due partially to the possibility that the Aristocracy would
reclaim power. In addition, the entrepreneurial class feared being toppled by the
non-propertied mob, whose demands for substantive freedom and equality
challenged the economic order.9
The new ruling class justified their right to private property ownership by
attributing their privileged position to the possession of individualized personality
traits such as the ability to take responsibility, their competitive spirit, and
aggressiveness in business endeavors. 10 It was asserted that these personal
attributes enabled the entrepreneur to function well within the unpredictable

6. Michael Kimmel, The Birth of the Self-Made Man, in THE MASCULINITY STUDIES READER 135,
137 (Rachel Adams & David Savran eds., 2002); see also Tjeder, supra note 4, at 58 (discussing the rise
of the self-made man in Swedish society).
7. See Kimmel, supra note 6, at 137 ("In the growing commercial and, soon, industrial society of
the newly independent America, the Self-Made Man seemed to be born at the same time as his
country.").
8. Antonio Y. Vazquez-Arroyo, Liberal Democracy and Neoliberalism: A CriticalJuxtaposition
30 NEw PoL.Sci. 127, 144-45 (2008).
9. See generally id. at 141, 143 (noting the historical tensions in the rise of liberalism).
10. Tjeder, supra note 4, at 60-61.
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marketplace." The market man was understood as being worthy of his dominant
socio-economic location as property owner and benefactor from exploitative labor
relations.1 " His rationality, independence, and courage to take risk differentiated
him from Aristocrats characterized as effeminate, backward, and "lazy idlers" who
relied too heavily on tradition.13 Moreover, his presumed inherent intelligence and
steadfastness distanced him from the working4 classes who were understood to be
immoral, violent, and lacking in self-restraint.1
The self-made man as descriptor of an economic category-cum-personality
type is gendered. As the United States and Western Europe continued to
industrialize and the capitalist class concretized their dominance, the self-made
man gained ascendancy as the ideal form of masculinity. Hegemonic masculinity
was demonstrated through highlighting one's success within market relations 15how one measured up against the notion of the Economic Man determined one's
authenticity as male.
The entrenchment of liberal individualism marked a shift in the construction
of masculinity. Liberalism links freedom and equality to the individual, obscuring
the socio-economic and cultural relations wherein power lies. 6 Masculinity
became understood increasingly in essentialist terms as an "inner personal
Comparable to private property, manhood was naturalized as
identity."' 7
something that one possessed. Men were in charge of their own lives, liberty, and
property. Upstanding men were those who exercised self-control in all spheres of
public interaction and were dedicated to improving themselves.'8
The discursive reproduction of the self-made man extended the influence of
this regulatory category. Distanced from its original link to property ownership,
the naturalization of authentic manhood as rooted in rationality, tenacity, physical,
spiritual, and intellectual fortitude, independence, and risk-taking came to govern
the lives of middle and working class men, as well as those in the lower classes.
Normalized expressions of masculinity were governed, in part, through one's
performance of these characteristics. 19
There is a moral component to this economic category. Constructed as
intrinsic to the middle and upper classes, virtue was equated with a steadfast work
ethic.20 Authentic manhood was demonstrated through courageous actions within

11. See Kimmel, supra note 6, at 138 (explaining that the character of the self-made man allowed
him to build the emerging capitalist market inAmerica).
12. See, e.g., Tjeder, supra note 4, at 54, 60 (noting that the middle-class claimed a greater degree of
individual responsibility, entrepreneurship, aggression, and ability to accumulate wealth than other
classes, resulting inmore power).
13. Id. at 54.
14. Id. at 54, 60-61,
15. Id,at 59-61.
16. See generally id. at 54, 59-61 (linking individual independence to power).
17. Steve Garlick, What Is a Man?: Heterosexuality and the Technology of Masculinity, 6 MEN &
MASCULINITIES 156, 163 (2003).

18. See Kimmel, supra note 6, at 138 (noting the redefinition of "manhood" as having shifted the
emphasis from concern with serving the community to an interest inself-improvement).
19. Id, at 141.
20. See id. at 142 ("[V]irtue came from the hard work of those who produce the world's wealth.").
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the marketplace to achieve economic independence. Participation in commerce
became linked to virtue as men proved themselves capable of providing material
security for their families. The post-World War II conceptualizations of normative
masculinity in terms of the heterosexual white male breadwinner as responsible for
providing for his family serves as a key example.
The economic underpinnings of hegemonic masculinities continue in present
late capitalist society as neoliberal economic logic makes possible the resurgence of
the self-made man. Precipitated by the oil crisis in 1973 and the steady decline in
the rates of profit, neoliberalism emerged during the late 1970s and early 1980s as a
wealth accumulation strategy.2 This philosophy, locating individual freedom and
equality within free market engagement, was enacted as a series of socio-economic
and political policies that "dismantled" the Keynesian welfare state, replacing it
with a minimalist state to create environments conducive to capital accumulation. 2
Neoliberalism, as a "multi-pronged power project," 3 is characterized by the
creation of an increasingly precarious labor force with few safeguards against
economic hardships.2 4 The erosion of social welfare policies and programs enabled
the hyper-exploitation of an increasing number of the vulnerable members of the
working class and the unemployed."
Yet neoliberalism exists as more than a philosophy shaping socio-economic
and political policies that continue to restructure all levels of the state.26 We must
also understand it as an "explicit imposition of a particular form of market
rationality on [other] spheres."27 The impact of neoliberalism on the cultural sphere
of society is of most interest to an analysis of the self-made man as representative
of FTM subjectivities. Rooted within liberal philosophy, there has been an
understanding of a fundamental split between the economic and the political and
cultural realms of society." However, as Lisa Duggan explained:
[C]lass and racial hierarchies, gender and sexual institutions,
religious and ethnic boundaries are the channels through which
money, political power, cultural resources, and social organization
flow. The economy cannot be transparently abstracted from the state

21. STEPHEN McBRIDE & JOHN SHIELDS, DISMANTLING A NATION: THE TRANSITION TO
CORPORATE RULE INCANADA 22-23 (Robert G. Clarke & Brenda Conroy eds., 1997).

22. Id. at 23, 27-28.
23. Alfredo Saad-Filho & Deborah Johnston, Introduction to NEOLIBERALISM: A CRITICAL READER
1, 4 (Alfredo Saad-Filho & Deborah Johnston eds., 2005).
24. See, e.g., MCBRIDE & SHIELDS, supra note 21, at 24 (noting that neoliberalism does not view
unemployment as a problem solvable by government).
25. See THOM WORKMAN, SOCIAL TORMENT: GLOBALIZATION IN ATLANTIC CANADA 103-26

(2003) (providing a regional example of neoliberal strategy in the Atlantic Canadian provinces).
26. Wendy Brown, American Nightmare:
Democratization, 34 POL. THEORY 690, 693 (2006).

27. Id.
28. Id. at 693-94.
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The Foucaultian concept of govemmentality lends a greater understanding to
the ways that neoliberal economic logic permeates various cultural spaces.,
Governmentality focuses on the complex ways that diverse authorities such as
political officials, economic elites, and medical professionals act upon the lives and
behaviors of individuals within society to achieve desired states such as health,
happiness, and peace.31 However, our understanding of the circulation of power
cannot be conceptualized in terms of power as an external force acting on
individuals. Nor is power always a negative force. Rather, it is a productive force
wherein individual subjects are complicit in their own formation.3 2 Trans men, for
example, are not solely the creation of medical, psychological, bureaucratic, and
legal authorities controlling them by enforcing the logic of the sex/gender binary.
As will become apparent in the following Section of this Article, FTMs contribute
to creating transsexual men as a meaningful category.
One of the most effective methods of governance is through the techniques of
the self, whereby individuals monitor themselves and others in accordance with
socio-economic and political discourses that make "common sense" of the global
political economy.33 This enactment of social discipline often takes the form of
regulating oneself in relation to identity categories, i.e., "am I worthy of inclusion
as an upstanding citizen, a good homosexual/trans man/mother, etc."
Presently, the continuous cultivation of an "enterprise culture," a neoliberal
strategy to ensure its political entrenchment and vitality within social spheres,
Governing occurs through the
provides the context for self-discipline.
entrepreneurialism of autonomous businesses, organizations, and individuals vis-dvis their activities and choices.14 The rational individuals are celebrated for their
perceived capacities to fully steer their lives in directions that result in the most
productive outcomes. As Nikolas Rose explained: "The enterprising self is thus a
calculating self, a self that calculates about itself and that works upon itself in order
to better itself."3 5 Highlighting the incredible potential and capacities of the
autonomous individual buttresses the neoliberal minimalist state that ensures the
well-being of its citizens by redirecting its resources away from social welfare
programs, and towards provisions that will create an environment within which the
corporate sector will thrive.

29. LISA DUGGAN, THE TWILIGHT OF EQUALITY? NEOLIBERALISM, CULTURAL POLITICS, AND THE
ATTACK ON DEMOCRACY, at xiv (2003).
30. See Nikolas Rose, Governing the Enterprising Self in THE VALUES OF THE ENTERPRISE
CULTURE: THE MORAL DEBATE 141, 143 (Paul Heelas & Paul Morris eds., 1992) (explaining the
Foucaltian view that government encompasses the ways that the person is related to power).
31. Id.
32. See Dean Spade, Mutilating Gender, in THE TRANSGENDER STUDIES READER 315 (Susan
Stryker & Stephen Whittle eds., 2006) (conducting a Foucaultian analysis of the shaping of trans
identities through medical clinics).
33. Id.
34. See Rose, supra note 30, at 145 (discussing the "enterprise culture").
35. Id. at 146.
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The economic and political restructuring and the development of an enterprise
culture shifted the meanings of citizenship away from the social citizen who had
duties to fulfill for the nation but could expect assistance during hard times. The
neoliberal citizen is defined in terms of his or her obligation to the nation.
Individuals deserving of inclusion in the category of "citizen" are those who have
the incredible
demonstrated that they have the aptitude and ambition to shoulder
36
burden of responsibility bestowed upon them during arduous times.
It is through a critical examination of the citizen that an understanding of the
"ontology of neo-liberalism" comes to the fore.37 It is this operation of power on its
most micro of scales that needs to be considered by scholars and activists pursuing
trans individuals rights to sex/gender self-determination. In neoliberal society,
individuals are constructed as "active subjects" who contribute to the vitality of the
nation by assuming responsibility for managing and presenting themselves.
Individuals are configured as owning their skills, as well as their physical and
psychological attributes.38
Notions of the active subject are intended to re-characterize our conceptions of
self, and justify the restructuring of the welfare state into a non-interventionalist
government that ensures the operations of the free market economy. Neoliberalism
has ushered in a return to a rugged individualism, whereby we are all personally
responsible for our own well-being and must reach deep within ourselves for the
flexibility and strength to weather turbulent and adverse socio-economic
conditions.
For instance, Canada altered its Unemployment Insurance plan, representing it
as Employment Insurance in 1996.1 9 With this change came a shift in the
understandings of personhood realized in major part through one's relationship to
employment. No longer were out of work laborers to refer to themselves as
unemployed; instead, they were to understand themselves as active job seekers who
would undergo the necessary (re)training, education, and self-care to address what
are characterized as personal inadequacies in order to re-integrate themselves back
4
into the labor market. 1
Representing FTMs as self-made men also denotes the individual subject
playing a dynamic role in his life. As will be demonstrated in the subsequent
sections of this Article, self-made rhetoric is used to qualify trans men as active
subjects whose entrepreneurial spirit, self-management capacities, and capability to
weather adversity result from innate masculinity. Advancing oneself as endowed
with such inner traits is intended to lend personhood to FTMs rather than rendering

36. Id. at 147.
37. See Adrian Smith & Alena RochovskA, DomesticatingNeo-Liberalism:Everyday Lives and the
Geographies of Post-Socialist Transformations, 38 GEOFORUM 1163, 1166 (2007) (explaining that
neoliberalism is about both deregulating the economy and increasing individual responsibility for health,
welfare, and subsistence, a moral and economic project that relies on individual ethics) (internal
quotation marks omitted).
38. Mitchell Dean, Governing the Unemployed Self in Active Society, 24 ECON. & SOC'Y 559, 55983 (1995).
39. The Employment Insurance Act, 1996 S.C., ch. 23 (Can.).
40. Id.
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them as objects subordinated to sex/gender binary logic and dependent on the
medical, state, bureaucratic, and judicial authorities to make sense of their
identities.
Related to the conceptualization of the enterprise culture and the active society
it fosters, we must recognize that within neoliberal society, choice and subjugation
are not opposites, but part of the same governing relation. Within liberal
democracies, governing has always taken place through individual freedom and not
in spite of it.41 Market goals of efficiency, profitability, and productivity are
intrinsic to self-governance in ways that frequently go undetected and are often
misconstrued by individuals as their free choice, their rights to self-determination.
Neoliberalism affords much attention to the shaping and development of the
Individuals are harnessed with the obligations of
entrepreneurial spirit.
achievement. This requirement permeates the most intimate of spaces, to mold
physical and psychic existence. As Nikolas Rose explained:
Contemporary individuals are incited to live as if making a project of
themselves: they are to work on their emotional world, their
domestic and conjugal arrangements, their relations with
employment and their techniques of sexual pleasure, to develop a
"style" of living that will maximize the worth of their existence to
themselves....
... Become whole, become what you want, become yourself:
the individual is to become .. .an entrepreneur of itself, seeking
to maximize its own powers, its own happiness, its own quality of

life ....
42

The present articulation of FTMs as active subjects lends itself to past and
current efforts to conceptualize transsexuals as human. Given the context of
neoliberal late capitalism, and the "revamp[ing of] homo oeconomicus"-where
individuals are viewed as human capital using their biologically based and socially
acquired skills to attain the good life-it is an apt time for the resurgence of the
43
self-made man.
Similar to the nature of the mid-nineteenth century struggle led by the newly
formed bourgeois class to justify private property and their privileged position
within wage labor relations, the subtexts of neoliberal restructuring is profoundly
gendered. The neoliberal minimalist state is described in masculine terms, as a
"lean, mean, deficit fighting machine" that is competitive, rational and able to make
difficult choices. 44 Unlike its Keynesian predecessor, the "nanny state," nursing the
populace on the "public tit," the neoliberal state "oozes [the] strength and

41. Rose, supra note 30, at 147, 160.
42. Id. at 149-50.
43. Dean, supranote 38, at 576.
44. BARBARA L. MARSHALL, CONFIGURING GENDER: EXPLORATIONS IN THEORY AND POLITICS

138 (2000).
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muscularity" 45 necessary to foster the "'masculine virtue of self-reliance in its
citizens."' 46 With the only good citizen as one who can reconfigure oneself as an
autonomous market actor, "it's time . .. for those aspiring to legitimacy as
'citizens' to cut the apron-strings, to be self-reliant and independent-in other
47
words, to be manly once more.
The self-made man has re-emerged to mystify fundamental systemic barriers
to equity. This economically-infused, gendered order serves to govern all sexes
and genders, equating characteristics of maleness and "proper" masculinity with
subjects worthy of existence. As a symbolic ideal structuring the social, one does
not have to be a non-trans male to be considered for inclusion into the category of
good citizen. The universal neoliberal socio-economic (male) subject can be
attained by trans men, genderqueers, and women, so long as they are able to
"mimic" the independence, self-reliance, and discipline of the free market actor. 48
It is on this terrain that the battle for rights to sex/gender self-determination is
fought. Neoliberalism has shifted knowledge concerning citizenship away from
social conceptualizations towards hyper-individualized understandings. One must
demonstrate that they are deserving of rights by eschewing any form of
dependence. There is a social obligation to exhibit oneself and one's community as
worthy of rights. To do so, legitimacy must be established on the basis of one's
identity, making common sense vis-A-vis dominant neoliberal discourses. The
transsexual male as a self-made man serves as a prime example. Here one
witnesses the employment of a strategy seeking first, to bring visibility to
transsexual men and, second, to demonstrate that FTMs are indeed valuable as
citizens.
II. TRANS RIGHTS AND THE SELF-MADE (TRANS) MAN

Since its emergence in the 1990s, advancing the rights to sex/gender selfdetermination exists as a key component of Trans Studies. Arguments for
transgendered rights often adhere to a pluralist logic, whereby the liberal
democratic state is requested to recognize and protect marginalized citizens. The
naturalization of the sex/gender binary renders the exercise of autonomy regarding
sex/gender difficult or, in many instances impossible, particularly when one's
sex/gender variance intersects with racialization, poverty, criminalization, or
illness. There are consequences for those whose embodied expression of their nonnormative sex/gender identity challenges the biologically determinist and
essentialist dualistic system of sex and gender structuring heteronormative
capitalist society. Many trans people lose their rights to employment, healthcare,
and access to housing. 49 In addition, difficulties acquiring identification documents

45. Id.
46. Id. (quoting Marion Sawer, Gender, Metaphor and the State, 52 FEM. REV. 118, 122 (1996)).
47. Id. at 138.
48. Id. at 137.
49. See, e.g., Kylar W. Broadus, The Evolution of Employment Discrimination Protectionsfor
TransgenderPeople, in TRANSGENDER RIGHTS 93 (Shannon Minter, Paisley Currah & Richard Juang
eds., 2006) (describing the workplace circumstances in which transgender people are discriminated
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that reflect their sex/gender identities and expressions are common issues faced by
trans people. This renders traversing national borders a difficult, if not impossible,
task. To address the subordination of trans subjects, scholars and activists argue
that trans individuals ought to be given rights to embody, and express their
sex/gender identities free of discrimination, harassment and violence.
Public awareness concerning the existence of transsexual subjects is
increasing due to decades of struggle. There has been a gradual increase, at the
state and provincial levels, of the implementation of transgender rights protections
and benefits.5 0 Nevertheless, trans and non-trans scholars and activists continue to
face the challenge of gaining wider social recognition for transsexuals, given the
long history of systemic erasure,51 pathologization, criminalization, and other forms
of vilification. Popular representations of transsexuality continue to reproduce
knowledge of transsexuals as dangerous, mentally unstable, immoral, diseased
individual whose existence is an anomaly of nature.
To achieve human rights for transsexual people, one of the most fundamental
being the right to exist-sex/gender self-determination-the state, societal
institutions, the wider public, and even many transsexuals themselves have to be
convinced that transsexuals are indeed human. Representing FTMs as self-made
men is a strategy to legitimize the need for, and attain the freedom to decide, one's
This specific strategy invokes economic criteria to
own sex and gender.
demonstrate the validity and worthiness of trans men.
This strategy resonates with neoliberal governance, where all individuals are
called upon to be personally responsible for their material well-being. As
demonstrated earlier, neoliberalism has firmly entrenched an enterprise culture
where cultivation of the self is regarded as pivotal to life. This rhetoric signifies
the brokerage of an unacknowledged deal between trans men and the rest of
society. In this age where demonstrating self-reliance is crucial, rights claims

against); Dean Spade, Compliance Is Gendered: Strugglingfor Gender Self-Determination in a Hostile
Economy, in TRANSGENDER RIGHTS, supra, at 217, 228, 239 n.42 (discussing some of the difficulties
gender-transgressive people face in obtaining legal services to maintain their housing, such as finding an
advocate for a welfare hearing, which, if lost, can ultimately lead to eviction) [hereinafter Spade,
Compliance Is Gendered]; Willy Wilkinson, Public Health Gains of the TransgenderCommunity in San
Francisco:Grassroots Organizing and Community-Based Research, in TRANSGENDER RIGHTS, supra,
at 192, 193 (contending that the marginalization of transgendered people and their healthcare needs
requires a response from public health and social service providers).
50. For instance, as a result of years of lobbying and a successful 2005 law suit against the province
of Ontario filed by three transsexuals whose medicalized transitions were stopped in mid-1998 after the
newly-elected Conservative Party de-listed Sexual Reassignment Surgery from the Ontario Health
Insurance Plan, the province re-listed Sexual Reassignment Surgery as a publicly funded medical
procedure in 2008. Trish Crawford, Woman Interrupted, THE TORONTO STAR, June 21, 2008, at L01,
available at 2008 WLNR 11722991; Harold Levy, Transsexuals Take Fightfor Surgery to Tribunal,
THE TORONTO STAR, Nov. 27, 2004, at A12, available at 2004 WLNR 12260481.
51. See
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based on the marginality of one's identity are frequently met with hostility.2 Trans
people, as members of society, are impacted by the notion of "contractual
citizenship" where individual subjectivities are not defined solely by rights, but
through their fulfillment of social obligations.53 The exodus of the state from the
cultural realm is shrouded by the re-ascendancy of moral regulations.
Neoliberal governance takes place in large part through equating morals with
economic productivity. If one works, then one is deemed fit, virtuous, and
deserving of the opportunity to make rights claims. 54 If FTMs can demonstrate
their productivity pre-transition and their potential for productivity post-transition,
it is highly likely that rights to sex/gender self-determination will receive the
widespread support necessary for their achievement.
Given the neoliberal context framing late capitalism in the United States and
Canada, it is not surprising that the gendered performance of FTM transsexuals is
aligned with that of the Economic Man. He is the standard that governs normative
manhood for all men. Discursive representations of trans men as self-made are
increasingly in popularity. They appear as titles of academic texts, 55 articles on
transsexual activists, 56 as well as a slogan on specialty mail order t-shirts, stickers,
and coffee mugs. 7 Clearly, this phrase cashes in on popular understandings of the
Economic Man. Battling fiercely against a cis-centric 5 society for recognition of
their trans-sexed and/or gendered identity, FTMs as self-made men emphasize the
same normative gendered character traits that valorize proper, normal, and
upstanding citizens: strength of character, willfulness, mental, intellectual, and
emotional fortitude, ingenuity, innovativeness, and steadfastness.
It is against the early discrediting of transsexual persons as "dysphoric" and
suffering from "gender identity disorder" by medical and psychological
professionals that FTMs assert themselves as worthy social subjects. While many
transsexuals do not seek to eradicate the sex/gender binary, they do wish to

52. See MARSHALL, supra note 44, at 135-36 (discussing the "disciplinary measure" taken by the
government against poor women, which cut social assistance and work programs, and initiated welfare
"'snitch lines,"' promoting a form of "self-discipline" and policing of neighbors).
53. Spade, Compliance Is Gendered, supra note 49, at 222.
54. Id.; see also Rose, supra note 30, at 154 (discussing the efforts in the workplace to align the
"self-directing propensities" of people with what authorities desire).
55. See,

e.g.,

HENRY

RUBIN,

SELF-MADE

MEN:

IDENTITY

AND

EMBODIMENT

AMONG

TRANSSEXUAL MEN 1 (2003).
56. David Tuller, A Self-Made Man, S.F. CHRON., Sept. 21, 1997, at SCI, available at
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file-/c/a/1997/09/21/SC73066.DTL
(describing
the
transformation of one FTM by explaining various surgical procedures).
57. See, e.g., Self-Made Man--Green T-Shirt--Caf&Press, http://t-shirts.cafepress.com/item/selfmade-man-green-tshirt/30255688 (last visited Apr. 2, 2009) (selling specialty items with the phrase
"self-made man").
58. This term refers to non-trans individuals whose sex/gender identities align with the sex/gender
assigned at birth. This concept does not denote an identity; rather, it is employed to redirect focus from
the marginality of trans subjectivities to implicate the non-trans majority of society within the regulatory
regime of sex/gender. See THE OXFORD ENGLISH DICTIONARY 246 (2d ed. 1989) (defining "cis" as a
prefix meaning "on this side of" and "opposed to trans").
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challenge the biologically determinist notions of sex as immutable. 9 In so doing,
trans men tell their own stories of sex/gender variant selves. The sexed and
gendered selves within many FTM accounts represent inner cores that differ from
the sex/gender designations read off their bodies at birth. The transgressive
sexed/gendered self is naturalized through essentialist notions of the hidden truth of
one's existence. For instance, FTM autobiographies often describe childhood
behaviors such as rough and tumble play, natural affinity with boys, and protective
attitudes towards their siblings that are intended to retrospectively reveal the
authenticity of their maleness.6"
The self-made man is a slight misnomer, since FTMs cannot make themselves.
The physical
Medical technology is intrinsic to transsexual identities.
manifestation of one's inner male requires sexual re-assignment surgeries (SRS)
and hormone replacement therapy (HRT). 61 By alluding to their early performance
of masculinity, FTMs assert that their maleness is formed largely independent of
their relationship with medical professionals. However, medical assistance is
needed for numerous trans men to pass as legitimate within broader society.
The continuing legacy of the medical and psychological establishment's
pathologization of transsexuality contributes to the use of economic discourses to
reconfigure representations of trans men. Applying the Benjamin Standards of
Care,62 medical and psychiatric professionals staffing programs within Gender
Identity Clinics believe that transsexuality is a disorder characterized by bodily and
psychic dis-alignment.63 This often leads to a pre-occupation with one's sexed and
gender identity, negatively impacting individuals' ability to fully contribute their
talents and aptitudes to the enrichment of society.
Understood in this way, medicalized transition becomes an investment in the
development of transsexual individuals as human capital. Transsexuals who are
students or employed within legal sectors of the economy (this excludes, of course,
sex workers who are deemed non-contributing members of society)64 are looked
upon favorably for acceptance within the program. 65 Furthermore, doctors
determine eligibility for transition procedures based on the probability that the

59. See, e.g., Irving, supra note 3, at 39 (noting that much trans scholarship attempts to counter the
heteronormative binary of sex/gender through analysis of trans identities).
60. See, e.g., MAX WOLF VALERIO, THE TESTOSTERONE FILES: MY HORMONAL AND SOCIAL
TRANSFORMATION FROM FEMALE TO MALE 33-43 (2006) (describing a reluctance to wear dresses,
being called a tomboy, and fighting with other boys).
61. See Henry Rubin, The Logic of Treatment, in THE TRANSGENDER STUDIES READER, supra note
32, at 482, 496-98 (detailing the necessity and process of sex reassignment surgeries and treatments).
62. Harry Benjamin, Transsexualism and Transvestism as Psycho-Somatic and Somato-Psychic
Syndromes, in THE TRANSOENDER STUDIES READER, supranote 32, at 45-46, 52.
63. See, e.g., Irving, supra note 3, at 41-42 (describing qualifications for insurance covering SRS,
dependant on being diagnosed as suffering from gender identity disorder).
64. This statement is derived from the research of Dr. Viviane Namaste. She shared this finding at a
panel discussion sponsored by the Sexual Diversity Studies program at the University of Toronto in the
Fall of 2008.
65. See, e.g., Irving, supra note 3, at 44-46 (discussing the economic rehabilitations inherent in the
real-life test and the valorization of trans individuals through avid and successful participation in the
employment market).
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individual in question could live "successfully" as the opposite sex.66 The RealLife test is used to make such predictions. The test requires pre-hormone/operative
transsexual patients to either attend school or obtain a job in their self-identified
genders for up to two years.67 If one is able to maintain one's employment status
and succeed on the job as one's self-identified gender, then hormones will be
prescribed, and surgeries recommended.68
As detailed in the first Section of this Article, normative masculinities are
those that demonstrate productive and consumptive capacities.6 9 While in pretransitional phases, FTMs are marginalized from hegemonic masculinities, yet their
lives are governed according to capitalist logic. Like their doctors, they understand
the importance of economic performance in the making of an authentic man. This
becomes evident upon analyzing the ways that FTMs deal with the challenges of
inhabiting a male subjectivity in a society where gender equals genitals. This is
one area in which the biological essence of maleness is exposed as fallacy.
Coping with physical "incongruence" is one of the prevailing themes within
FTM literature.70 Regardless of whether or not FTMs desire phalloplasty, or
"bottom surgery" to construct a penis, this surgical procedure or series of
procedures remains inaccessible for most transsexual men, given the high cost
associated with the surgery.7" The lack of this critical appendage forces many
FTMs to grapple with feelings of anger and despair. For many, it also creates an
opportunity to construct oneself in ways that are not limited to physicality.
Like all men, FTMs must work towards resembling the symbolic ideal of the
twenty-first century male. Trans men often acknowledge that physically passing as
male is inadequate. International FTM activist Jamison Green argues that:
One thing is certain: taking testosterone will not make a social
female into a social male. It will change some sex-differentiated
characteristics that are interpreted socially as male, but it won't make
a man of anyone. Being a man is more than looking like one. It
requires knowing what is expected of a man, and choosing how to go
or not meeting those expectations at any given
about meeting
72
moment.

66.
67.
68.
69.

Id. at 41-48.
Id. at 44-45.
Id. at 44.
Supra notes 6-48 and accompanying text.

70. See generally SELF-ORGANIZING MEN: THE CONSCIOUS MASCULINITIEs IN TIME AND SPACE 8

(Jay Sennett ed., 2006) (addressing the evolution of transsexuality in the United States). The essays by
Aren Aizura and Bobby Noble are especially relevant to those problematizing phallocentricity. Aren Z.
Aizura, More Masculinities, More of the Time, in SELF-ORGANIZING MEN, supra, at 13; Bobby Noble,
"Trans "? "Butch "? "Man "?:On the PoliticalNecessities of Trans In-Coherence, in SELF-ORGANIZING
MEN, supra, at 149. See also DHILLON KHOSLA, BOTH SIDES Now: ONE MAN'S JOURNEY THROUGH

WOMANHOOD 182, 257 (2006) (relating frustrations over physical incongruities between having female
genitals and appearing male to the casual observer).
71. JAMISON GREEN, BECOMING AVISIBLE MAN 110, 117-19 (2004).
72. Id. at 94 (emphasis added).
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Living within an ever-concretizing neoliberal regime, FTMs are not
impervious to the conflation of manhood and material achievements. A theme of
economic worth, articulated in terms of productivity, is interwoven throughout
literature. To
narrative of FTMs as self-made men in both academic and activist
13
achieve legitimacy, they must prove themselves to be "driven.
Trans literature published in the early 1990s often sought to demonstrate the
historical existence and valor of trans men by highlighting their contributions to
society.7 4 While many historical sex/gender variant individuals whom many have
reclaimed as trans men lived a stealth existence, their labor buttressed the vitality of
their communities and nations.
FTM autobiography is another site where trans men's contributions to society
via employment is offered to ease the broader public's anxiety about transsexuality
as pathology. In an attempt to placate a general audience, Paul Hewitt, a twenty-six
year old British man with a degree in biochemistry, explained:
Anyone can be born transsexual. The support organization for
British transsexuals, Gender Identity Consultancy Services, reports
that on its books are doctors, nurses, dentists, civil servants, manual
and military workers, lawyers and company directors....
...Research has shown that transsexuals have slightly higher
intelligence than average, and they tend to be creative or artistic
types.

75

Evidence of the demonstration of authentic manhood via economic
participation can also be found on various websites. "Men's World," a site that
addresses some of the perceived concerns of FTMs, such as surgeries and hormone76
therapy, illustrates the link between citizenship and the active independent actor.
In fact, the first picture that one sees when visiting the site is a conservative
looking, clean shaven man with perfectly coiffed hair, dressed in a dark suit reading
the newspaper outside a building with sturdy pillars suggesting Wall Street, or
perhaps a court house. 77 The portion of the site of particular interest here is the

73. A play on the title of an insert that is included quarterly in the Globe and Mail, one of Canada's
leading newspapers. Pitched at an affluent male audience, Driven reproduces hegemonic business-class
masculinities by informing its readership how to achieve mental, financial, and physical fitness within
the fast-paced highly competitive global capitalist economy. Through features on executives who work
around the clock and the high priced consumer goods that will win the confidence of clients, the bar for
proving oneself driven is set high. See, e.g., The Gentleman's Gift Guide, DRIVEN, Dec. 1, 2008, at 58,
available at http://www.drivenmag.com/theissue (suggesting gifts such as a $370 keychain and a $530
golf club, and including the tag line "Let DRIVEN take you back to a time when men can be men...
again").
74. See, e.g., LESLIE FEINBERG, TRANSGENDER WARRIORS: MAKING HISTORY FROM JOAN OF ARC
TO DENNIS RODMAN, at xi-xiii (1996) (describing various transgendered individuals throughout history).
75. PAUL HEWITT, A SELF-MADE MAN: THE DIARY OF A MAN BORN IN A WOMAN'S BODY 77
(1996).
76. Levi Alter, Mens World, http://www.computerconsultingservices.net/mensworld/mens
world.html (last visited Apr. 2, 2009).
77. Id.

Spring 2009]

THE SELF-MADE TRANS MAN

section labeled "Our Contributions." It provides the "HIStory" of FTMs who
served as soldiers, were trained as doctors, and were artists, writers, and lawyers, as
well as present day FTMs who work in the above occupations, and the steadily
growing pool of FTM academics. 8 The content of the site, as well as its aesthetic,
showcases trans men as serious and professional.7 9
Male-to-female activist and internationally renowned information technology
researcher Lynn Conway also dedicates a page on her website to successful trans
men.80 While she is aware of the dangers of reproducing class-based hierarchies
within trans communities and includes a wide variety of trans men's experiences to
broaden the definition for success, white-collar professionals comprise most of the
FTMs featured."'
In the context of neoliberalism, the Economic Man is not only an economic
actor through his success in the workplace and his willingness to work. The ideal
neoliberal citizen also participates actively in the free market economy through
consumption. FTM lawyer and musician Dhillon Khosla, in his book entitled Both
Sides Now: One Man's Journey Through Womanhood, takes for granted the class
location that intersects the formation of his independent spirit. His detailing of the
last phases of his "journey through womanhood"-his medicalized transition-is
loaded with references to his affluent lifestyle. 2 Khosla recounted getting into his
car and taking numerous trips from his San Francisco home along the California
coast to escape the trials of transitioning, sipping lattes, staying in hotels, dining in
restaurants, subscribing to Money Magazine, celebrating recovering from surgery
by having a black tie dinner in a five-star restaurant, and buying expensive bottles
of wine to give his doctors to express his gratitude. 3
As discussed earlier, proving oneself as a moral and valuable being in
neoliberal society involves showcasing one's occupation and consumerist
lifestyle.8 4 It is through one's market activity that one is deemed worthy. Clearly,
this governs both those able to gain access to social approval as well as those who
are rendered marginal to respectability.
FTMs are not oblivious to this form of governance. Khosla, for instance,
informs his readers, by detailing his developing relationship with his surgeon, that
he has already garnered the admiration of reputable men. 85 This relationship
surpassed doctor-patient formality and cut through the differences in how each
arrived at manhood.
Khosla wrote of the respect that he received from his surgeon because the
doctor recognized him as a fellow professional.86 Khosla, a successful criminal

78. Id.
79. Id.
80. Lynn Conway, Successful Transmen: Links and Photos, http://ai.eecs.umich.edu/people/
conwaylTSsuccesses/TransMen.html (last visited Apr. 2, 2009).
81. Id.
82. KHOSLA, supra note 70, at 211-12, 217-23, 250-52, 279.
83. Id. at 156, 158, 187-88, 262.
84. Supra notes 6-48 and accompanying text.
85. KHOSLA, supranote 70, at 237, 256-58.
86. Id. at 177.
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lawyer who was able to work steadily throughout his transition and was promoted
post-transition, recounted being greeted by the surgeon with whom he was meeting
to discuss bottom surgery: "I've read your paperwork, and since you are an
attorney, I won't talk to you like a layperson.... Obviously my legal experience
didn't give me greater familiarity with medical jargon than anyone else but... he
was going out of his way to make me feel respected. 8' 7 At one juncture, Khosla
deemed it important to inform his readers that during one consultation, his doctor
apologized for showing up to an appointment not formally dressed in a tie."
It is this relation to professionalism and consumption that enables the public to
relate to Khosla. His material success, as well as his recent success as a musician,
renders him a credible man.
Paul Hewitt shares the same sentiment as Khosla regarding the importance not
only of passing as male but of being recognized for one's accomplishments. He
inadvertently subjects himself and others to social surveillance and scrutiny when
he declared that "society delights in labeling me but forgets I am more than just
'transsexual.' I am first and foremost a man, and it is for my achievements andfor
my qualities that I prefer to be known."8 9 What goes unstated here is that Hewitt's
manhood is already being judged based on his material successes. It is not just
secondary sex characteristics that assist one in passing. It is necessary not merely
to pass as male but to be read as a "good" man.
The existence of this social regulatory surveillance creates stress in the lives of
trans men. While transitioning can result in the loss of employment, placing many
FTMs in impoverished situations, those, like Khosla and Hewitt, who represent
trans men publicly do not problematize the relationship between sex/gender alterity
and economic precariousness. For Hewitt, the failure to raise this issue is peculiar
given his own anxieties. He emphasized the connection between genuine
masculinity and earning potential: "I am trying not to get too depressed on skid row
but I think it is harder on the male ego than the female one not to be able to earn
money and provide for oneself. This may be an old fashioned attitude but I am an
old fashioned guy...."90
This sentiment is also articulated by the FTMs interviewed by Aaron Devor, in
his book FTM: Transsexuals in Society. 9t The apprehension concerning realizing
one's manhood is not eradicated post-transition. Passing as male within late
capitalist society presents increasing social pressures. FTMs struggle with the
ways that manhood is mediated through their relationship to the market. As one
trans man explained to Devor: "There are a lot of responsibilities . . . . It's a
stereotype thing ... the man is the power of the family, he's the breadwinner ....
And when a man fails... I think failure really hits really hard to home. Men need
to succeed." 92

87. Id.

88. Id. at 214.
89. HEWITT, supra note 75, at 139 (emphasis added).
90. Id. at 114.
91. HOLLY DEVOR, FTM: FEMALE-TO-MALE TRANSSEXUALS IN SOCIETY 532-38 (1997). The book
was published before Devor's transition, under his original first name.
92. Id. at 537.
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The economic subtext framing successful transitions are laden with maturity
narratives. This is interesting to note, given the discourses of second adolescence
and boyhood that are widespread throughout narratives about trans masculinities.
Within neoliberal society, phases of arrested development are available primarily to
middle-class FTMs, and especially those who can access transition somewhat more
independently than those who must rely on publicly funded medicine. Within a
broader structural framework, transitioning demands a shift into manhood that is
constructed through one's active citizenship role as worker and consumer. As
Devor's research demonstrates, the economic narrative equating maturity with
financial sustainability weighs heavily on the consciousness of many trans men. As
one of the participants in Devor's study explained: "I'm real immature and my
vision of maturity is doing all the things that the guys are being pressured into
doing. I need to work harder. I need to make more money. I need to be more
responsible. I need to be the head of the family .... 93
FTM activist Jamison Green further illustrated the ways that trans men are
regulated through perceptions of their financial fitness. Green recounted his
experience of the judicial process to get his legally-designated sex changed from
female to male.9 4 His occupation as an engineering group manager in an operating
system software division played a significant role in his ability to be sex/gender
self-determining. 95
It is interesting to note that transgender jurisprudence for male-to-female
transsexuals, or trans women, most often follows a heteronormative logic that
emphasizes the aesthetics of their post-operative genitalia. To be considered by
law to be a legitimate woman, one is judged in terms of the presence of a vagina
that is penetrable.96
However, for trans men like Green, sex/gender selfdetermination is not based on the penis as a penetrative organ. For him to be
deemed legally male rested on factors related to his financial standing. He
explained: "The judge... said, 'You look like a fine young man to me. You're not
doing this to deceive your creditors, are you?' 'No, Your Honor,' I replied. He
then declared me male in the eyes of the law .... 9
Kantarasv. Kantaras9 serves as further evidence of the ways that trans men's
access to gender normativity is influenced by economic logic. In this custody case,
the burden was placed on FTM Michael Kantaras to demonstrate his capacity to
parent in spite of his transsexuality, which automatically rendered him suspect.99
This case reflects the bio-determinist, binary system of sex/gender that informs the
court. Much of the case reflected in-depth inquiries into Kantaras' sexed body and
93. Id. at 530-31.
94. GREEN, supra note 71, at 28-29.
95. Id.at 25.
96. See Andrew Sharpe, From Functionality to Aesthetics: The Architecture of Transgender
Jurisprudence,in THE TRANSGENDER STUDIES READER, supra note 32, at 621, 622-24 (describing
several legal cases in which the courts' opinions noted the relevance of a functioning vagina).
97. GREEN, supra note 71, at 29 (emphasis added).
98. 884 So. 2d 155, 155-56 (Fla. Dist. Ct. App. 2004).
99. See Kantaras v. Kantaras, No. 98-5375CA, slip op. at 6, 379-80 (Fl. Cir. Ct. Feb. 21, 2003),
rev'd, 884 So. 2d 155, available at http://www.transgenderlaw.org/cases/kantarasopinion.pdf
(explaining that a transsexual person is capable of being a good parent).
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its connection to expressions of sexuality.10 ° The court transcript reveals lengthy
discussions concerning Kantaras' ability to have penetrative sex with a hormonally
enlarged "clitoris," prompted by questions put forward by his ex-wife's attorney
and aimed at disproving his manhood.'
His inability to have penetrative sex and
his female physiology made it evident that he was not the biological father of his
two children.0 2 Furthermore, his non-normatively sexed body raised the specter of
mental illness, criminality, and moral depravity--characteristics that raised
suspicions concerning his parental capacities. 103 The psychiatrist who treated
Kantaras at a Gender Identity Clinic for ten years verified that Kantaras' validity as
a transsexual man, and subsequently his ability to be a good parent, was based on
04
the absence of psychopathology. 1
Consistent with stereotypical knowledge of trans people, Kantaras was
vulnerable to being (mis)understood as a trickster, dishonest and a threat from
within society. The efforts to bring forth Kantaras from the margins of sex/gender
alterity into normative society reflects the ways in which sex, gender, and sexuality
as identity-based categories are not singular; rather, they are infused with economic
logic.
Kantaras, as a post-operative transsexual on hormone replacement therapy,
was afforded other opportunities to prove himself deserving of parental rights. One
of the ways this worthiness was expressed was through the linkage of masculinity
and economic location. Kantaras was far from affluent and was vulnerable to the
immense economic pressures characterizing late capitalism. Nevertheless, the
court was informed that as a manager of a bakery, he was willing to work, had
access to steady employment, and demonstrated the ability to "hold down jobs."'0 5
The recent popular media coverage of FTM Thomas Beatie reveals a similar
invocation of economic activities within the court of public opinion. 0 6 Beatie, a
heterosexually identified transsexual man, made international headlines when he
and his wife sold their story to the mainstream media. 7 Similar to Kantaras,
Beatie, an FTM, is striving to receive legitimacy as a fit parent.' 0 However, this
case puts a twist on biological determinants of paternity. Beatie is actually carrying
his child and in this way risks compromising the advancements trans activists have
made vis-A-vis demonstrating non-pathology through sex/gender coherence posttransition.

100. Id. at 388-95.

101. Id.
102. See id. at 322-23 (describing the fact that sexual intercourse cannot take place between a woman
and a trans man, even with a phallus).
103. Id. at 397-400.
104. Id.
105. Kantaras,No. 98-5375CA, slip op. at 399-400.
106. See Alex Trensniowski, He's Having a Baby, PEOPLE, Apr. 14, 2008, at 54-60 (explaining that
Thomas Beatie's pregnancy was challenging notions of sexual identity).
107. See Tom Leonard, Pregnant Man Thomas Beatie Gives Birth to Baby Girl, TELEGRAPH (UK),
July 4, 2008, available at http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/2242666/
Pregnant-man-Thomas-Beatie-gives-birth-to-baby-gir.htm (reporting that Thomas Beatie had given
birth and stating that Beatie "sparked an international furore ...after he announced he was pregnant").
108. See Trensniowski, supra note 106, at 54-60 (paraphrasing Beatie's request for respect).
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Beatie is pushing the boundaries of physical maleness by advancing that men
can indeed carry and birth children. However, the extent to which he and his wife
push the boundaries of gender as a social category are questionable. To bargain for
the public's understanding of non-normative expressions of male embodiment, he
highlights his existence as a responsible citizen. He demonstrates risk-taking
abilities and entrepreneurial spirit, not only via pregnancy but also in a more literal
sense as a co-owner of a small, independent business. 10 No stranger to hard work,
self-employed Beatie operates the two-ton press used to make custom t-shirts. 1 ° In
addition, this all-American male drives a Ford truck, shops at Costco, and owns a
suburban home."' His ability to parent his daughter is decided, in part, by his
productive and consumerist roles.
The self-made man as a reflection of self-governance is also apparent through
FTMs' judgments of each other. One must use caution when presuming a unified
community on the basis of shared sex/gender variance. The self-made man does
have a sinister side, given his naturalized propensity for aggressiveness,
competitiveness, atomization, and calculated behaviors. There is no end point to
the processes through which man labors to recreate himself in relation to
hegemonic masculinity. One often makes himself at the expense of others. FTMs
inadvertently establish themselves as citizens deserving of access to the right of
sex/gender self-determination by dismissing other expressions of masculinity
deemed less valuable.
At other times, this clamoring over others is more blatant. This is certainly the
case for Khosla, as he seeks to bolster his integrity as a man by judging those
whom he deems are beneath him. Khosla described witnessing another sex/gender
variant patient in his surgeon's waiting room:
I quickly got dressed, grabbed my briefcase ....On my way out, I
passed a couple of people in the waiting room....[One] looked like
a butch lesbian wearing an ill-fitting man's suit. As I was making
my way to the car, I thought, Why doesn't that person look male?
They-or he-must have been on hormones at least six months to be
down here for surgery ....This is why people 2have such fucked-up
perceptions of us; they think we look like that."

111.

BEHIND EVERY SELF MADE (TRANS) MAN THERE IS A CAPITALIST REGIME OF
ACCUMULATION

To gain the wider societal recognition necessary for FTMs to achieve rights to
autonomy, some trans activists and allies have invoked the phrase "self-made
man." Making witty use of common vernacular is a strategic move intended to
draw attention to deeper struggles against the systemic erasure, pathologization,

109. Id.
110. Id.
111. Id.
112. KHOSLA,supra note 70, at 179-80.
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and vilification of trans men. Applied to FTMs, this phrase asserts achievement of
legitimate manhood by taking active measures to embody reassigned sex. It is
implied that transsexual men play a pivotal role in asserting masculine gender
identities and their embodied expressions. As such, this idiom appears as a
departure from the more commonly understood meaning of the phrase, wherein the
self-made man is constituted by his economic savvy and work ethic.
The self-made trans man demonstrates his accumulation of cultural capital in
the form of authentic gender performance and presentation-a masculinity that is
mediated not only by class location but also by race, ability, citizenship, and
hetero/homonormativity. The FTM as self-made man seeks to cash in on his
expression of this normalized identity to gain access to human rights protections.
Within this phrase exists the presumption that he has weathered the challenges
sex/gender binary transgressions present and is living successfully as a man. The
tenacity he has demonstrated throughout this challenging period contributes to his
ability to function as human capital, thereby rendering him deserving of equal
rights.
Neoliberalism is not antithetical to human rights. In fact, neoliberal structures,
institutions, and cultural spaces have been amenable to recognizing diversity and
celebrating difference between plural identities. If the in-roads that some trans
activists have made in the corporate sector are any indication, rendering
transgender/transsexual subjectivities as legally recognizable entities is a probable
occurrence within the foreseeable future.'
These arguments complicate neither trans subjectivities nor politics. As
demonstrated throughout this Article, the right to determine one's sex/gender may
in the future be formally available to all; however, access to the protection this right
entails will be dependent on whether one is recognizable as a "good" transsexual.
Demonstrations of one's worth are carried out routinely through everyday life
within cultural spheres of society. Representing FTMs as self-made men
establishes strict criteria that govern all who embody and express trans
masculinities. This will have adverse effects on trans men who face significant
systemic barriers to employment, education, and access to trans-specific and
general health care.

113. See Gender Public Advocacy Coalition, About GenderPAC, http://www.gpac.org/workplace/
(last visited Apr. 3, 2009) (showing an example of one gender-based lobbying group that has had much
success raising corporate awareness of the importance of hiring and continuing to employ transgender
workers). IBM reveals the progress that many within the corporate sector have made during the past
couple of decades. In 1968, Lynn Conway, a male-to-female transsexual, was fired from IBM as a
result of her plans to undergo surgical procedures to transition. Lynn Conway, Introducing Lynn
Conway 2 (2005), http://ai.eecs.umich.edu/people/conway/BioSketch.pdf. Transsexuality prohibited
one from being recognized as a respectful employee since it was associated with prostitution and female
impersonation. See Gender Public Advocacy Coalition, supra (describing unfair denials of promotion,
firings or failures to hire due to individuals not meeting preconceived notions of being a "real man" or a
"real woman"). In 2003, IBM was given the "Gender Champion Award" by GenderPAC for its transfriendly policies and monetary support for campaigns for transgendered rights. IBM Valuing Diversity:
Awards and Recognition, http://www-03.ibm.com/employment/us/diverse/awards archive.shtml (last
visited Apr. 3, 2009).
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Neoliberalism has established an enterprise culture that shifted citizenship
discourse from social to contractual, wherein trans people who are disabled,
incarcerated, living with HIV/AIDS, impoverished, ir/migrants without citizenship
status, and work in criminalized sectors of the economy are not configured as
deserving of the right to determine their own sex/gender identity. Given the
obscuring of systemic oppression to naturalize the cultivation of the self in terms of
innate traits, those deemed dependent, weak, or immoral are not constructed as
non-human; therefore, their expressions of sex/gender variance will further justify
their marginalization, and the violence they face as a result.
Structural, institutional, and societal forms of power bearing down on FTMs
whose social locations place them at a severe disadvantage have devastating effects
on the lives of trans men. Seeking assimilation into late capitalist society through
revitalizing the myth of the self-made man shapes FTM as a discursive category
This self-made
that increasingly few can come close to approximating.
conceptualization of manhood threatens to tear many men apart at the seams, as it
reflects not just dominance over sex/gender variant individuals, but also the
insidious operation of power within the deep recesses of their minds and bodies. In
this phallocantric society where masculinity is infused with economic logic, few
can measure up.
It is critical to grasp the significant governing role that economic discourse
plays in mediating the construction of hegemonic transsexual masculinity in order
to begin to disentangle the various power relations existing within the current
As critical scholars and
conceptualization of sex/gender self-determination.
activists, do we know what we are demanding when we articulate the need for
sex/gender self-determination within neoliberal capitalist society?

