




























By: Meighan Bentz 

At what age does a child in 
Amenca know what a gun Is? 
We teach our children that hit­
ting Is bad, to treat people with 
respect, and that guns hurt peo­
ple, yet children and adults alike 
are exposed to violence all the 
time. This exposure might be 
personal expenences of abuse. 
violence, or demeaning lan­
guage. We also experience vio­
lence through televiSIOn and 
other forms of media. It is dis­
heartening that along with learn­
Ing about animals, colors, and 
numbers, children also grow up 
with knowledge of violence. dis­
approval. and hatred. So how 
can we decrease the amount of 
viOlence that we are exposed to? 

Part of my job as a Victtm 
Outreach/Advocate is to raise 
awareness and educate our 
LGBT communities about 
Domestic Violence, Sexual 
Assault, and Hate Crimes. My 

wori< also 1nvolves defining these Issues 
of power and control, and discussing preven­
tion of violence wtth1n and agrunst our commu­
nities. As an Advocate. I am here to provide cri­
sis intervention for members of the LGBT com­
muntty who are victims of Domestic Violence. 
Sexual Assault, or other violent cnmes. I am 
also available to serve as a liaison to other 
service providers and law enforcement. I facil­
itate linklng victims to resources that provide 
support and LGBT cultural sensitivity 

I believe that to strengthen and create inclusiveness 
of LGBT dynamiCS into mainstream society, and to prevent 
violence and power and control that people use agrunst 
others, It is necessary to healthfully empower ourselves as 
indiViduals and as a whole commun1ty. This can occur 
through small steps such as us1ng honest, open, and car­
ing communication, bstening to others. educating our­
selves and others, as well as participating in loving and 
healthy relationships. Whlle it is important to focus on the 
realittes of Domestic Violence, Dating Violence. Sexual 
Assault, Crimes of bias. Verbal, and Sexual 
Abuse. 1t IS eQually Important to focus on the positive 
strengths of our communities. Through thts we gain, as well 
as the poss1bllittes of gaining a greatet' understanding of 
who we are as LGBT people. 

Break out of your comfort zone. Talk to someone you do 
not know or, someone in a different social group, include 
them 1n your own group. Be an ally to others. It IS Important 
to embrace our identities, but not to the extent that we 
exclude others. To encourage peace and put an end 
to violence, it IS cructal that we work together. Only then will 
there be a decrease of violence in and against our 
LGBT community. 

To contact Me1glian it you have been a V!Citm of violence 
(sexual assault, domestic vtolence, hate crime) you can 
reach her at (414) 271 -2656. She can also be reached by 
ematl at MBentz@mkelgbt.org 



What does a lesbian bnng to the second date? The 
answer is au haul. This age old stereotype of lesbians 
can sometimes be true. There 1S something magical 
when twO women come together in a relationship. 
The sens1tMty and amount of love and canng IS 

arnamg. But now much 1s too much? Should people 
realty be tn love and living together after twO 

weeks?!? Take 11 from a lesbian who has made that 
mistake over and over again. I am not doubling one's 
love for their girlfriend. 1 am just asking you to think 

before you rent that U-haul. 

Ate yoo reedy to shale yctJ space wrtt1 yctJ partner? 
Ate yoo reedy to hancle v.mt comes With that h 
fTlO('Iey stress. the toss of your own space, and see­
ing that pEJ'SOI'1 £Nf!JY waking moment? I knoiN that 
many of you are answenng YES YES YES. Many of 
you will move in too quiCkly and perhaPS curse your­
self for not ltStenu"IQ to the warnlfl9S In thiS artiCle. 
Just rememoer that when the ~ phase is 
CNef. sometimeS al yoo are left wrtt1 IS a year lease 
and M apartrna1t P.1ed With pa111U memones of a 
failed relati()C1Silp. Some relationshPS where the two 
people move n With each other right aw~ do work 

out. It iS just my expenence that more often than not 
the two indivlduais do not take enough time to see if 
fT1CMI'l9 II'\ together is the right next step. To help you 
doode. here Is a kSt of questJOnS to ask ya.r partner. 

By: Maureen White 

• Do you put the to1let roll on facing up or down? 
• Does it bother you to have someone dnnk from the 

orange JUICe carton? 
• Do you squeeze the toothpaste from the top, or roll 11 

up from the bottom as you go along? 
• Does your partnef snore? II so, are you a light sleeper? 

• WtR you a.IOW your partner to go out w1th their friends 

w1thout you sometimes? 
• Are you a clean freak? If so, how clean Is your partner? 

• How are you going to spilt the bills? 
• Are you IMng With 1ust your partner, or Will there be a 

third roommate who may be annoyed by your constant 

making out lfl the rrving room? 
• If you were to break up, would you have another 

place to go? 
• Which side of the bed do you like to sleep on? 
• Can you sleep with the TV or radio on? 
• Does your partner distract you from things you need 

to do l1ke study sleep. or go to work? 
• How do you WOI'k out arguments?lf your answElf is that 

you have never had one. you are not ready to move 1n 

w1th each other. 
• How do you feel about people using your th1ngs? 
• Does it annoy you when people leave toothpaste 

marks 1n the sink? 
• How are the chores go1ng to be dMded up? 

• Can you tart 1n front of your partner? 

• Ate you comfortable gOing number twO wrth 

your partner 1n the other room? 
• Are you out to your family? If not, where ere 

you going to put the "fake'' bed? 
• Finally ... Can you live without this person? 

Be thoughtful about your relabonsh1p. If It's 
meant to last then you can wall a year 

before you rent the truck. If you have 
reservations don't make that leap. Many 

relationships have sunk because both 
people were over eager to move In 

too fast. Don't make that mrstake. 



fagtoid 
692 

fag • toid ( fag' toid), n. a queerly inven1ed j!Lcl 
believed to be true because of its appearance in 
Scratch; a brief queer, and usually rri'vial, lll.~'S ite111 
1. On Decctnhcr 13, 2002, Lhc An1erican Psychiatric 
Association (APA) - \vhich represents 38JlOO tncntal 
health professionals- joined other professional groups 
in supporting the light of gay & lesbian couples to 
adopt 2. Stephen Cialely, of the Irish hoy band 
Boyzonc. n1ade history on June 15, 1999 by being 
the first -ever teen hcartthroh to sing, ··1: 111 gay!'' 
3. Daniel Massey played the fir~t gay character on 
television in 1·1re Roads ro Freedon1 \vhich aired on 
PBS in 1971. 4. During the fihning of 13rokehack 
Mountain! Michelle Williatns and l-Icath J..,cdg~r 
began dating and conceived lheir first child. 5. Gale 
l-Iarold. 'r\fho played the. sex sytnbol 13ri<Ul Kinney on 
Sho\vtin1e~s Queer As l·o/1.:, has a tattoo on the inside 
of J1is right, n1iddle finger that reads aResist". 6 .. In 
the early 1990s, 'l'oxn Selleck had a press conference 
to say that he \vas not gay after a Queer Nation poster 
allegedly tried to out hin1. )~'ears later, he played an 
openly gay character in In & CJul \Vith Kevin Kline. 
7. Nik Pace who \vas the ntnner up of the 5th Season 
of An1ericats Next 'Top Model \vas born in 
Mil\vaukcc, WI on August 24, 1984. She attended 
Bradley 'fech tligh School and in her Junior Year 
moved to Atlanta, Georgia. 

~ 

Fahd ( ftid), n. born 1922. ki11g of Saudi Arabia 
Since 1.982 (SOil o_( ibn-..S'aud and brother 0( Khalid\ 
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T ransamerica 
Transamerica follows a brief period in the life of Bri (Felicity Huffman) a pre-operative male-to-female Trans-Woman. Bri is 

preparing to have Sex Reassignment Surgery (SRS) wh~n she learns she has a son: a son she conceived when she (BrQ 

was a he (Stanley) She must come to the rescue of her biological son in New York and return home in time for the surgery 

in Los Angeles. The story drives them cross-country on a journey filled with many twists, turns and bumps along the way. 

Felicity. Lynette of "Desperate Housewrves" for you DH fans out there, grves a stellar performance in this film, she is 

absolutely amazrngt If you have a chance to see Transamerica; I say GO! You will walk out fascrnated and enthralled by 

this wonderful film: and like me you might say WTF a couple of trmes dunng the movie but 11 is so worth rt. B-r 
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