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munity rights. Leavitt does not tell readers 
directly what she thinks should have been 
done with Mary Mallon; instead, she asks 
us to draw our own connections with sim- 
ilar situations today. 

While Mallon's experience was unique, 
her plight and the problem she posed for 
others remain all too common. The term 
"Typhoid Mary" is still in use, reflecting 
our uneasiness with individuals capable of 
spreading disease or other calamities. The 
dictionary defines "Typhoid Mary" as "one 
that is by force of circumstances a center or 
focus from which something undesirable 
spreads." In fact, we use the term in a far 
more pejorative fashion, emphasizing not 
the accidental but the deliberate spreading 
of ill. Consider that when the Chicago 
Bulls signed Dennis Rodman, one colum- 
nist wrote, "Here's the short list of who 
would be better news than Dennis Rodman 
for the Bulls: Typhoid Mary, Moammar 
Gadhafi, Charles Manson, Lizzie Borden, 
Jeffrey Dahmer." This is hardly a list of 
people who caused misfortune by 'force of 
circumstances." 

Leavitt segues from Mallon's story to 
contemporary issues, discussing the quar- 
antining of HIV-positive individuals in 
Cuba and touching on the question of iso- 
lating those with drug-resistant tuberculo- 
sis in the United States. She argues that an 
effective response to our current public 
health dilemmas begins with an under- 
standing that stigmatization is no substitute 
for reason and that the state must responsi- 
bly protect and care for the sick in order to 
protect the healthy. Treat people with dig- 
nity to gain their cooperation, she urges, or 
treat them as deviant and foster resistance. 
Use isolation as a last resort and focus in- 
stead on altematives, from education to 
economic assistance. 

Finally, she reminds us that a public 
health safety net begins with the provision 
of needed medical services to all. Her argu- 
ments are persuasive, supported by both 
Mallon's example and contemporary cases 
demonstrating that personal liberty and 
community well-being cannot be ex- 
changed, but are inextricably bound to- 
gether. 

But while I'm convinced by Leavitt's 
arguments, fascinated by the way she tells 
this story and urge everyone to read her 
book, I must confess that I remain a pessi- 
mist. The cruel provisions of so-called wel- 
fare reform, the rising tide of nativism and 
the failure of even a limited attempt to 
provide all citizens with universal access to 
health care lead me to conclude that mod- 
ern Mary Mallons-prostitutes with AIDS, 
homeless people with tuberculosis, food- 
handlers with hepatitis-will receive no 
greater understanding than she did. We will 
watch as they and others are exiled to our 
modern equivalents of North Brother Is- 
land. IhopelIam wrong. 
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Third sex, Third Reich 
by Joey Horsley 

Days of Masquerade: Life Stories of Lesbians During the Third Reich, by Claudia 
Schoppmann, translated by Allison Brown. New York: Columbia University Press, 1996, 
159 pp., $24.50 hardcover. 
Aim?e and Jaguar: A Love Story, Berlin 1943, by Erica Fischer, translated by Edna 
McCown. New York: HarperCollins, 1995, 274 pp., $24.00 hardcover. 

W H dEN A YOUNG STUDENT IN MY CLASS 

on lesbian, bisexual and trans- 
gender issues leamed that the 

pink triangle had its origin in the concen- 
tration camps of Nazi Germany she was 
horrified. It upset her to think that this 
familiar, cheery emblem of gay and lesbian 
pride had been a mark of shame and crim- 
inality. In the ensuing discussion, some felt 
it was disrespectful of that suffering that 
the triangle often appears today simply as 
a commercialized logo. Others argued that 
the pink triangle was a way of claiming 
identity and solidarity through a common 
history. And the few students who already 
knew that the Nazis did not criminalize 
lesbians in the same way as gay men won- 
dered how much commonality the symbol 
really represented. 

We all agreed that we needed to know 
much more about the history of this period 
in order to think about how we related to it. 
So I was delighted to discover that two 
recent German books on this very topic are 
now available in English. I eagerly read 
them with an eye toward how they might 
help my students understand the history, 
poliuics and lived experience of German 
lesbians in the years before and during Na- 
tional Socialism. Although neither book 
was as perfect as I had wanted it to be, I 
would certainly recommend them to any- 
one interested in this topic. 

Claudia Schoppmann's Days of Mas- 
querade presents the "life stories" of ten 
lesbians of diverse circumstances who sur- 
vived Hitler's Germany. Based on inter- 
views as well as published and archival 
materials, it is the first extensive collection 
focusing on lesbians in the Third Reich. 
Interviewer-author Schoppmann is a pio- 
neer in German lesbian history; Nazional- 
sozialistische Sexualpolitik und Weibliche 
Homosexualit?t (1991), her book on Nazi 
policies conceming female homosexuality, 
is the only major study of this topic. A 
thorough introduction sets the women's 
stories in context with up-to-date informa- 
tion on the history and politics of homosex- 
uality and lesbianism in Germany in the 
first half of the twentieth century. 

Schoppmann notes that with the demo- 
cratic reforms of 1918, such as women's 
suffrage and freedom of the press and as- 
sembly, women began to play a wider role 
in German public life and gained greater 
social and economic autonomy. In the 
larger cities, above all Berlin, lesbians de- 
veloped a remarkable range of organiza- 
tions and public spaces for themselves: 
dance and social clubs and bars, cultural 
and athletic groups, journals and literature 
were all venues for individual and collec- 
tive lesbian sel f-identification and ac tiv - 
ism. Increasing numbers of women joined 
the previously mostly male organizations 
advocating for homosexual civil rights in 
Germany. This movement, which began in 
the late nineteenth century, gained sub- 
stantial strength during the Weimar Re- 
public; by 1923 the membership of the 
Human Rights League was 48,000. 

The individual biographies reflect the 
flourishing of lesbian life in the twenties 
and early thirties. The women range from 
the sophisticated, eccentric writer Ruth 
Roellig, bomn in 1878 and author of a 1928 

guidebook to Berlin's lesbian bars (and 
later of books with nationalist sympathies), 
to "Johnny" (or Anneliese W., 1916- 
1995), the young butch who defended her 
girlfriends with punches and kicks and 
who gained from the subculture of Berlin 
an "'unshakeable lesbian identity that 
would prove immune to the...'Thousand 

Year Reich'." Cabaret singer and folk idol 
Claire Waldoff (a friend of Marlene 
Dietrich), sculptor and friend of Kaethe 
Kollwitz Gertrude Sandmann, antifascist 
activist Hilde Radusch, are among the bet- 
ter-known of the women included in the 
book, but the lesser-known women are just 
as fascinating. 

Their accounts do not reveal a single 
subculture with sharply codified roles. But 
it is clear that many of the women did fit 
butch-femme stereotypes-after all, one of 
the premises of sexological theories of the 
time was that the "true" lesbian was a mas- 
culine aggressor who seduced the more 
feminine, otherwise "normal," heterosex- 
ual. One woman, who wore short hair and 
masculine attire, preferred feminine, even 
married, women as her lovers, since she 
could not afford to support them herself. 
While some speak of the attraction felt for 
"masculine" or "feminine" types or of 
dances just for "mamas" or just for "boys," 
in other cases a polarity of gender expres- 
sion does not appear to have played a deci- 
sive role. In an era when gender boundaries 
were flexible in the popular culture at 
large, with its emphasis on the androgy- 
nous style of the emancipated New 
Woman, it is perhaps not surprising that 
the subculture fostered a range of construc- 
tions of lesbian and bisexual identity. 

But however popular among some, dur- 
ing the twenties the social and sexual liber- 
alism of Weimar evoked a sharp backlash, 
which the National Socialists fostered. 
Drawing on already existing public preju- 
dice, the Nazis insisted that same-sex love 
was a threat to the purity of the German 
people, corrupting the race and endanger- 

I !ii lij i u 

Claire Waldoff in 1930. From Days oJ 
Masquerade. 

Contemporary Mexican Women Writers 
Five Voices 
BY GABRIELLA DE BEER 
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Puga, Silvia Molina, Brianda Domecq, Carmen 
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written. 
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darkness has animated the horror film genre from the 
beginning. Indeed, in this pioneering exploration of the 
cinema of fear, Grant and twenty other film critics posit 
that horror is always rooted in gender, particularly in 

anxieties about sexual difference and gender politics. As 
these essays persuasively show, not only are horror movies I,.,,,.,.a"... , ,, " . 
about patriarchy and its fear of the feminine, but they also|- -- 
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Texas Film Studies Series, Thomas Schatz, lEditor - a.,, 
$24.95 paperback, $55.00 hardcover = 

University of Texas Press 
BOX( 7819 AUSTIN, TX 78713 

The Women's Review of Books 1 Vol. XIV, No. 2 / November 1996 9 

This content downloaded from 142.51.1.212 on Thu, 11 Feb 2016 14:33:02 UTC
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


ing the already low birth-rate. Lesbianism 
was not originally included in Paragraph 
175 of the penal code, which eriminalized 
homosexual acts between males, but many 
within and outside the Nazi movement 
urged that it should be. 

Schoppmann shows how antifeminism 
and heterosexism fueled this campaign, 
which argued that lesbianism was the 
motor of the women's movement, seduc- 
ing "normal" women away from marriage 
and leading them to question all estab- 
lished hierarchies, which rested, as the 
Nazis taught, on absolute gender polarity. 
(In reality, the German women's move- 
ment-like the US movement decades 
later-generally disavowed the presence 
of lesbians, lest it lose "credibility" and 
scare off possible adherents.) 

Given the regime's fears of the seduc- 
tive and subversive power of lesbianism 
and the harsh measures it invoked against 
male homosexuality (some fifty thousand 
gay men were convicted and ten to fifteen 
thousand interned in concentration 
camps), it is a puzzle why lesbians were 
not persecuted more. But, as Schoppmann 
explains, the Nazis' own beliefs in the pa- 
triarchal order of society worked against 
the criminalization of female same-sex re- 
lations. Once the German women's move- 
ment had been dismantled and women sys- 
tematically forced out of whatever higher- 
level careers and public positions they had 
attained in the previous fifteen years, the 
government saw less danger that potential 
lesbian rebels would subvert the gender- 
role system. Their fear that unpunished 
male homosexual behavior would corrupt 
public life "would hardly pertain to 
women, as women play a relatively small 
role in public life," according to the Crim- 
inal Code Commission of the Ministry of 
Justice in 1935. In any event, efforts to 

revise the Penal Code were suspended 
once the war began. 

A LTHOUGH IT WAS NOT stricly against 
the law in the Third Reich for a 
woman to engage in same-sex re- 

lations, it was often fraught with danger. 
As these biographies indicate, a woman's 
political, social and economic vulnerabil- 
ity increased if she was also a lesbian; she 
could lose her job if found out, and was 
doubly at risk if she was Jewish or became 
involved in any resistance activities. 
Women were expected to marry and bear 
children for the fatherland; single or child- 
less women were suspect. With the ban- 
ning of lesbian clubs, magazines and orga- 
nizations and the glorification of the Ger- 
man housewife and mother as the new old 
ideal, the androgynous style cultivated by 
many women in the Weimar years became 
risky. A Nazi women's organization 
warned in 1934: "If women's clothing de- 

picts features blurring the distinctions be- 
tween the sexes,...they are degenerative 
signs of a foreign race, which are hostile to 
procreation and thus destructive to the peo- 
ple. Healthy races do not artificially blur 
the differences between the sexes." 

German lesbians began their "days of 
masquerade," retreating to the closet and 
adapting themselves outwardly to the ap- 
proved norms of long hair and feminine 
attire. The women interviewed told how 
they tried to find ways to circumvent the 
closing down of the lesbian bars and orga- 
nizations; much as Audre Lorde writes of 
New York City in the 1950s, one could 
always find a bar where the women gath- 
ered secretly, and when it was raided and 
closed down another would open. Some 
women arranged their own private dances 
and parties until this grew too dangerous, 
or resorted to fake organizations such as 
rowing or bowling clubs. But for others, 
the only form of lesbian contact possible 
during the Nazi years was a closeted one 
within a monogamous relationship. 

Schoppmann found very few docu- 
mented cases of women intemed in concen- 
tration camps because of their lesbianism. 
More likely they would have been caught 
under Himmier's decree of December 1937 
for the Preventive Combating of Crime, 
which authorized police to arrest persons 
who had not committed any criminal of- 
fence but were simply considered "anti-so- 
cial," a threat to the "national community" 
or its "military potential and discipline." 
Among those caught in this almost infi- 
nitely expandable net were persons with no 
fixed abode, the unemployed, Gypsies, 
prostitutes and homosexuals. Nazi theories 
drew a special connection between prosti- 
tutes and lesbians, holding that most lesbi- 
ans were to be found among the ranks of 
prostitutes, the Nazi prototype for female 
"anti-social" behavior. Still, records are in- 
adequate to show how many prostitutes or 
lesbians were sent to the camps. 

None of the women whose stories are 
told here was put into a concentration 
camp, although a number faced persecu- 
tion as Jews or political activists. Jewish 
artist Gertrude Sandemann only avoided 
being deported to a camp by going into 
hiding like Anne Frank, helped throughout 
by her lesbian partner; two other Jewish 
women were able to escape the fates of the 
rest of their families by managing to get 
out of the country. One antifascist activist 
was imprisoned for several months soon 
after the Nazis came to power, and after 
her release was subject to the terror of 
constant Gestapo surveillance and blocked 
employment opportunities. The cabaret 
singer Claire Waldoff was too much a pop- 
ular fixture for the Nazis to harm directly, 
but because she lived openly in a commit- 
ted relationship with her female life com- 
panion (as weil as singing irreverent songs 
often written by Jewish composers and lyr- 
icists) she was prevented from appearing 

on the radio or in the movies. (There is a 
biography of Waldoff by Helga Bemmann, 
Claire Waldoff, published in Germany by 
Ullstein, 1994.) A handful of those who 
survived joined the lesbian movement of 
the mid-1970s, finally finding again the 
solidarity and positive enthusiasm of a 
subculture of their own and helping to ar- 
ticulate the history of the early pioneers. 

SCHOPPMAN'S BIOGRAPILES 

WJIJ offer compact accounts of the 
VY vexperiences of a number of dif- 

ferent women, Aim?e and Jaguar recon- 
structs in extensive detail the story of one 
passionate relalonship, between a dashing 
Jewish lesbian and a German housewife 
and mother in Berlin during 1943-44. Like 
Days of Masquerade, Aim?e and Jaguar 
relies on a mixture of third-person narra- 
tive, excerpts from interviews, diaries, let- 
ters and poems, and the background of 
wider historical and political develop- 
ments, such as the relentlessly tightening 
vise of restrictions placed on Jews during 
the late 1930s and early '40s. 

The book begins in October 1942, with 
the arrival of a new domestic servant for 
Elisabeth Wust (also called Lilly and later 
Aim?e), the wife of an officer serving in 
the German army and mother of four 
young sons. The headstrong Lilly, out of 
boredom and resentment at her husband's 
philandering, entertains gentlemen callers 
herself during the long afternoons, taking 
her new household helper Inge into her 
confidence. Inge eventually brings her 
own lively friends to socialize in Lilly's 
large apartment Although nothing is said, 
Lilly gradually realizes that they are "dif- 
ferent" (the commonly used code word for 
lesbian), and is interested in their appar- 
ently nonmonogamous relationships. She 
begins to respond to the wooing of Felice 
Schragenheim, Inge's friend and presumed 
lover. 

After their "wedding night" Lilly was to- 
tally overwhelmed by the new lesbian rela- 
tionship, as she tells author Erica Fischer: 

I got nothing at all from my men. Men 
took their pleasure with me and I felt 
used. With Felice it was just totally dif- 
ferent. She was my counterpart, my 
complement, literally. I felt I was both 
myself and Felice. We were a mirror 
image.... Sex was pleasing for the first 
time in my life.... With Felice, 1 myself 
could be the one who loved. And then 
this sense of belonging together uncon- 
ditionally. It was complete: love and 
sexuality, there simply was no separa- 
tion.... I felt as though 1 had been re- 
bomn.... Of course we also had our 
roles. She always said, "I'm man 
enough for us both!" (p.34) 

The daughter of a culiivated upper-mid- 
dle-class Jewish family, Felice knew from 
an early age that she had lesbian feelings. 
Although she had had dreams of becoming 
a writer and left many poems behind, she 
realized that as a Jew her future would be 
difficult-Jewish children were expelled 
from German schools in 1938. By the time 
she met Lilly in late 1942 the-twenty-year- 
old Felice's situation had grown critical. 
Her extensive preparations for emigration 
had come to naught in the combined red 
tape of Nazi bureaucratic regulations, US 
foot-dragging in the granting of visas, the 
impossibility of obtaining boat passage. 

Finally, on August 22 1941, the German 
govemnment decreed that Jews between the 
ages of 18 and 46 were no longer allowed 
to emigrate; instead they would be de- 
ported to forced labor camps or employed 
in other war-related jobs. Felice was or- 
dered to report to the collection point for 
deportation. She composed a suicide note, 
removed the yellow star from her coat and 
went underground. 

Nazis examining the pillaged library of the Berlin Institute for Sexology, May 1933. 
From Days of Masquerade. 
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Lilly Wust (right) and Felice Schrag- 
enheim, August 21, 1944. From Aim?e 
and Jaguar. 

Amazingly, Lilly did not at first suspect 
that her "Jaguar" and others of the circle of 
friends were Jewish, and even when she 
finally learned it she did not seem to grasp 
the gravity of their situation, or of her own 
for harboring them. Felice hid with Lilly 
for little more than a year; she was arrested 
by the Gestapo in August, 1944. 

Lilly's combination of naivet? and head- 
strong, even reckless determination had al- 
lowed her to be open to Felice's love, and 
then, once "converted," to make it the abso- 
lute center of her existence, which she de- 
fended without question and sometimes 
without common sense. Disregarding the 
frantic warnings of her friends, Lily ob- 
tained a train ticket to Theresienstadt under 
an assumed identity and set off for the con- 
centation camp, her heavy suitases packed 
with food and clothes for Jaguar. She suc- 
ceeded in marching right into the huge camp, 
flashing her bronze Mother's Cross (four 
sons!) when challenged and demanding to 
be taken to the commander-in-chief. But 
here Nazi reality caught up with her, she was 
thrown out by the outaged commandant 
without seeing Felice. 

Lilly never really acknowledged that 
her daring visit may have endangered her 
beloved, who was soon afterward sent to 
Auschwitz. She herself was interrogated 
by the Gestapo in Berlin after her return; 
although she was released because of her 
four small children she remained under 
surveillance. 

The surviving letters and cards which 
the two women sent each other after 
Felice's arrest (many never reaching their 
destination), as weil as Lilly's diary, ex- 
tensively quoted for these last months of 
the war, recreate the sense of chaos and 
suffering of this period, as the Allies were 
drawing nearer and German order was 
breaking down. Lilly and her children ex- 
perienced daily bombings and lack of 
food, fuel, telephone and electricity. Jag- 
uar, who had contracted scarlet fever and 
tuberculosis in the camps, wrote from the 
relative safety of a clinic where she hoped 
to stay till the end of the war; but suddenly 
she was "taken away" and sent to the work 
camps at Gross Rosen. From there she was 
perhaps marched to Bergen-Belsen, where 
hundreds succumbed to typhus. But de- 
spite Lilly's desperate efforts Jaguar's 
final fate remained unknown. The letters 
and diary lend a gripping immediacy to the 
desperate hopes and fears of the two lov- 
ers, and this section of the book makes for 
particularly moving reading. 

B OTH OFTHESE BOOKS offer new infor- 
mation and insights into the possi- 
bilities and forms of lesbian exis- 

tence in Germany under the Nazis. But 
they have their shortcomings, and grateful 

though I was that they have been made 
available for English-language readers, I 
was also somewhat disappointed, indeed 
often frustrated, because of questions that 
lay tantaliingly beneath the surface, of 
issues not pursued and connections not 
made. The American edition of Days of 
Masquerade does take into account its 
readers' need for additional background 
by expanding the German original's intro- 
duction and by providing occasional 
glosses of unfamiliar terms or persons. But 
the "life stories" are somewhat inconsis- 
tent in the kind of material they present. 
Too often the woman's life story appears 
as a simple summary, punctuated with 
quotations from the interviews. 

There is some but not enough analysis 
to back up Schoppmann's claim that these 
stories are truly "exemplary, depicting cer- 
tain historical processes and collective ex- 
periences." For example, she does not try 
to explore how far women actually viewed 
themselves in terms of the sexological the- 
ories of the time, but simply notes in her 
introduction that "They usually saw them- 
selves as members of the 'third sex'." The 
translation is not always as accurate or 
smooth as it might be. For example, Ger- 
man "mond?n" (fashionable, elegant) is 
translated as "mundane"; "preventive cus- 
tody" in the original becomes "protective 
custody" in the translation. 

I had a similarly mixed response to 
Aim?e and Jaguar. Erica Fischer's tech- 
nique of juxtaposing interview, diary ex- 
cerpts and letters, often with little or no 
connective tissue, frequently produces 
abrupt and confusing transitions and frus- 
trating interruptions of theme or topic. 

Fischer resists introducing her own 
voice until the book's epilogue, where 
she confesses the difficulties she had in- 
terviewing the roughly eighty-year-old 
Elisabeth Wust, on whose recollections 
and diary much of the book rests. It took 
a long time to break through Wust's rep- 
ertoire of fixed, mythologized stories of 
her past to uncover less flattering memo- 
ries. Such a narrative challenge could 
have been a fruitful opportunity for his- 
torian, biographer or novelist to analyze 
the difficulties of reconstructing the in- 
dividual and collective past. But this, 
like other submerged or latent themes of 
the book, is left to the reader to notice 
and ponder. 

Occasional passages read like fiction, 
with dialogue, minute detail and interior 
monologue. For example, the book begins: 
"sThe broad wooden stairs under the rust- 
red runner creaked as Inge Wolf took them 
two at a time..." The expectation of a fic- 
tionalized narrative evoked by such an 
opening is met only occasionally thereaf- 
ter, and it is unclear whether such passages 
rest on interview, diary, or the author's 
imagination. 

The extensive historical detail that pro- 
vides the wider context of Lilly's and 
Felice's story is never documented, not 
even with a final listing of sources used, an 
omission that will irritate historians and 
somewhat limit the book's usefulness. 
Once again the translation left something 
to be desired, particularly where idiomatic 
German terms or constructions were in- 
volved; "near-sighted" ("kurzsichtig") be- 
comes "short-sighted," a temperature of 
five degrees Fahrenheit ("f?nfzehn Grad 
K?lte"-fifteten below zero centigrade) 
becomes "'fiIfty-nine degrees"! 

The shortcomings of these two boqks 
can be explained to some extent by the fact 
that research in lesbian history in Ger- 
many, like women's research generally, 
has not had the support of the academy that 
it has enjoyed in the US, and is still in iis 
beginning stages. Days of Masquerade and 
Aim?e and Jaguar mark an important step 
forward. 

Blaming the victims 
by Ruth Rosen 

Dubious Conceptions: The Politics of Teenage Pregnancy, by Kristin Luker. Cam- 
bridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1996, 283 pp., $24.95 hardcover. 

A MERICANS HAVE LONG been uneasy 
about sex. During the last decades, 
historians and sociologists have 

demonstrated how powerful sexual anxie- 
ties have fueled moral panics in our na- 
tional past. Worried about young men who 
left their homes to work in towns and cities, 
nineteenth-century American reformers 
became obsessed with male masturbation 
and the dangers posed by "The Solitary 
Vice." Unnerved by young women's grow- 
ing social independence and entry into the 
labor force, early twentieth-century re- 
formers launched a moral panic over white 
slavery and prostitution. Interestingly, 
most American moral panics burst into 
public consciousness just as the identified 
problem has begun to decline. 

Today we are in the midst of a moral 
panic over unwed teenage pregnancy, with 
poor young women targeted as the villains 
who threaten the morals and economy of 
the United States. Dubious Conceptions, 
written by Kristin Luker, the author of the 
acclaimed Abortion and the Politics of 
Motherhood, is a masterful historical and 
sociological excavation of the origins of 
the "epidemic" of teenage pregnancy. 
Since the phrase "teenage pregnancy" was 
not even part of political discourse until the 
mid-1970s, why and how, asks Luker, did 
teenage pregnancy (read unwed teenage 
mothers) become the focus of our current 
moral panic? And how come liberals and 
conservatives both agree that it is teenage 
mothers who cause their own poverty? 

To answer these questions, Luker has 
written a stunning account of the construc- 
tion of the "epidemic" of teenage preg- 
nancy. To readers of The Women's Review 
of Books, it may seem perfectly plausible, 
perhaps even self-evident, to argue that 
poverty causes teenage pregnancy. But as 
a public policy specialist, Luker is dis- 
turbed by the consensus that exists among 
Democrats and Republicans, both of whom 
argue that it is teenage pregnancy that 
causes poverty, and not vice versa. It is her 
goal to challenge this mainstream consen- 
sus with statistics, historical surveys and 
the voices of teenagers themselves. 

Surprisingly, it was Senator Ted Ken- 
nedy whose legislative effort to help teen- 
age mothers in 1975 brought the subject to 
the public's attention. (This was at a time 
when birthrates among teenagers were de- 
clining.) Like many liberals, Kennedy 
thought that publicly funded contracep- 
tion and training programs would reduce 
AFDC dependency. Liberals cast teenage 
mothers as babies who were having ba- 
bies, children who were too immature to 
imagine the future and, as a result, became 
pregnant, left school and created their own 
poverty. 

At the same time, the growing conser- 
vative movement waged a campaign that 
blamed teenagers for their degraded val- 
ues. Portraying unwed teen mothers as 
cunning creatures who spent their days cal- 
culating how best to collect a welfare 
check, conservatives insisted that all teen- 
agers simply abstain from sex. (In fact, 
welfare cuts in both Britain and the US 
have not led to a decline in teenage preg- 
nancies.) But though they differed over the 
solution, liberals and conservatives agreed 
on the cause: teenage pregnancy causes 
poverty. 

Luker rightly places teenage pregnancy 
at the center of the social and cultural wars 

that have divided Americans since the late 
1960s. "In short," she argues, 

pregnant teenagers made a convenient 
lightning rod for the anxieties and ten- 
sions in Americans' lives. Economic 
fortunes were unstable, a post indus- 
trial economic order was evolving, sex- 
ual and reproduction pattems were mu- 
tating. Representing such teenagers as 
the epitome of society's ills seemed 
one quick way of making sense of 
these enormous changes. This was par- 
ticularly true as poverty was becoming 
ever more visible and being poor ap- 
peared to be the direct result of immo- 
ral or unwise behavior. Pregnant teen- 
agers seemed to embody the very es- 
sence of such behavior. Indeed, the 
phrase "teenage pregnancy" continues 
to be a powerful shorthand way of re- 
ferring to the problem of poverty. 

(p. 106) 

According to Luker, most Americans 
are now convinced that there is a real epi- 
demic of teenage pregnancy. But the facts 
do not bear out those who lust for welfare 
cuts. As she notes, the birthrate among 
teenagers has not been rising. And most 
unwed mothers are not even teenagers: two 
out of three of these children are born to an 
unmarried parent who is over eighteen 
years of age. Teenagers account for fewer 
than ten percent of people on welfare and, 

These are readable poems that will 
not settle for easy answers, and that 
will be carried away not only in the 
reader's head but also in the bones' 
marrow and the gut, in all the deep 
recesses of the body. 

"Lucia Perillo's poems race fiat 
out.... The dazzling and powerful 
poems of The Body Mutinies hold 
nothing back. The poet commits 
herself wholeheartedly to the 
passions, pleasures, and griefs of a 
body that is dying and subject to all 
the violations of a violent world:' 

-Andrew Hudgins 
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