
 

BLACK TRANS LIBERATION = PRISON ABOLITION 

BLACK TRANS LIVES MATTER 

Below is a non-holistic, condensed list of readings which critically highlight the urgent 

intersections between trans liberation, the Movement for Black Lives, and prison 

abolition and concurrent efforts of defunding the police and overarching prison 

industrial complex and military industrial complex. 

This document hopefully can serve as a tool toward liberation, abolition, and 

self-determination.  

**Created by sage elle (@transbutch) she/her 

I personally identify as a white trans dyke living on Yelamu Ohlone land in the Bay 

Area. I am a first generation college student, just achieved my Bachelors with Honors 

in Critical Diversity Studies and am currently working (and have the privilege to 

continue working) toward my Master of Arts (MA) in Human Rights Education. Last 

year, I conducted a directed-study course in the Critical Diversity Studies department 

at the University of San Francisco on "Critical Transgender Theory." The sources for 

this specific document come out of reference and learning throughout that course, 

under the assistance of my peer advisor professor.  

The syllabus for that course may be found in the drive as well. 

The following is a more focused list of sources specifically focusing on the systemic issues listed 

above. If you have comments/questions/concerns PLEASE reach out to me as liberation is a 

life-long process we should all be devoted to being a part of. Each article/chapter can be found 

in the drive itself. 

WHY WE NEED BLACK TRANS LIBERATION NOW! 

Reading sources are organized by last name in the folder 

1. "Foreword" by CeCe McDonald in Captive Genders 2015:1-3. AK Press. 

2. "Blackness and the Trouble of Trans Visibility" by Che Gossett in Trap Door 2017:183-190. 

MIT Press. 

3. "Imagining an Emancipatory Future through Queer Indigenous Critical Theories" by Qwo-Li 

Driskill et al. in Queer Indigenous Studies 2011:211-221. University of Arizona Press. 



4. "Abolitionist Alternatives" by Angela Y. Davis in Are Prisons Obsolete? 2003:105-115. Seven 

Stories Press. 

5. "How to Make Prisons Disappear" by Yasmin Nair in Captive Genders 2015:143-159. AK 

Press. 

6. "Pauli Murray's Peter Panic" by Simon D. Elin Fisher in Trans Studies Quarterly 

2016:95-103. 

7. "From a Native Trans Daughter" by Kalaniopua Young in Captive Genders 2015:83-96. AK 

Press. 

8. "A Girl from the Southern Wild" by Janetta Johnson in The Women of San Quentin 2015:1-31. 

SFINX Publishing. 

9. ”Cautious Living: Black Trans Women and the Politics of Documentation" by Miss Major 

Griffin-Gracy and CeCe McDonald in Trap Door 2017:23-37. 

10. "Tearing Down the Walls: Queerness, Anarchism and the Prison Industrial Complex" by 

Jason Lydon in Queering Anarchism 2012:195-205. AK Press. 

11. "10 Reasons to Dismantle the Prison Industrial Complex using a Queer/Trans Analysis" by S. 

Lambel in Captive Genders 2015:269-299. AK Press. 

  

 

 


