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 Go West Young Man, Go
 East Young Woman:

 Searching for the Trans in
 Western Gender History

 Peter Boag

 Feminist scholars and popular writers of women s history have traditionally

 ignored the possibility of transgenderism among " female-to-male" cross-dress

 ers of the late-nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century West. This article

 examines the multiple reasons for this, including the role that the taint of

 western myth and the frontier thesis had in coloring available evidence.

 JLn the mid-nineteenth century, the New York

 Tribune's Horace Greeley exhorted young American men bereft of family and friends to
 go west to build their homes and make their fortunes. In 1859, the journalist traveled
 to the region to observe the fruits of his advice. He did not necessarily find there what

 he had hoped. On the Great Plains en route to the Rocky Mountains, for example,
 he learned that hundreds of prospectors had recently gone bust at the Colorado gold
 diggings, deserted the region in droves, and consequently faced unemployment and
 other sufferings. Yet Greeley reported his encounter with only one such individual, a
 young clerk with whom he had supped at Station 9 of the Pike's Peak Express and, who
 "having frozen his feet on the winter journey out, had had enough of gold-hunting,
 and was going home to his parents in Indiana. . . ." The morning following Greeley's
 repast with the clerk, and only after they had departed in opposite directions, the New
 Yorker learned something astonishing about his new acquaintance: "I was apprised
 by our conductor," exclaimed Greeley, "that said clerk was a woman!"1

 This otherwise terse anecdote contains complex nineteenth-century ideas about
 sex and gender and their relationship to the American West as both place and process.

 Peter Boag, professor of history at the University of Colorado at Boulder, thanks Lisa
 Pollard, Kristine Stilwell, and Peggy Pascoe.

 1 Horace Greeley, An Overland Journey, from New York to San Francisco, in the Summer of
 1859 (New York, 1860), 85.

 Western Historical Quarterly 36 (Winter 2005): 477-497. Copyright ? 2005, Western
 History Association.
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 In Greeley's telling, the story provides a parable to reassure that his advice "to go West

 young man" was still appropriate, for failure lay not in the journalist's instructions,
 but rather with the type of person who attempted to follow them. In this case, the
 clerk's origins, identity, support network, and sense of direction all ran counter to
 everything that Greeley laid out for the successful realization of his counsels. First,
 the clerk was not truly self-reliant, he had friends and family who might assist him.
 Second, he had chosen to return to them, fleeing the West for the East. But most of
 all, the clerk really was not a man. A deeper reading further reveals that when in the

 West, the clerk actually had a male identity and successfully fooled even a seasoned
 and worldly journalist who claimed to know much about American manhood, and
 then, at the very point when the clerk headed East to home and family, he literally
 became a woman.

 Such a sequence of events undoubtedly helped Greeley reclaim balance in his
 sense of gender norms and sex roles which had recently been upset by encountering
 a "woman" dressed as a man in a region where, and at a time when, few women could
 actually be found. Moreover, the meaning embedded within this story about chang
 ing physical locations and gender identities anticipated a theme that decades of later
 regional historians and popular writers assumed as axiomatic: the West was a man's
 world, a place either not welcoming to, or simply devoid of, women?creatures best
 relegated to the more domesticated East. For years western histories revolved around
 the experiences of colorful men?cowboys, cavalrymen, bandits, prospectors, warriors,

 loggers, gunslingers, lawmen, and others of their larger-than-life ilk. At worst, even

 scholars ignored women; at best, they mentioned them merely as supporting charac
 ters. Only in 1980, and after years of labor, did feminist scholars transform western
 women's history into a legitimate field.2 But a decade later some still lamented that
 even in the New Western history, while women had certainly made their appearance,
 the category "gender" yet remained the most invisible analytic category of all.3

 Since then the field of gender studies on the West has expanded, even to include
 significant work on men.4 But although scholars of locations other than the West have
 for some time engaged the history of individuals such as Horace Greeley's clerk, the

 2 The single piece of scholarship that announced the coming of age of western women's
 history is Joan M. Jensen's and Darlis A. Miller's "The Gentle Tamers Revisited: New
 Approaches to the History of Women in the American West," Pacific Historical Review 49 (May
 1980): 173-213.

 3 Susan Lee Johnson, "A memory sweet to soldiers': The Significance of Gender in the
 History of the American West,'" Western Historical Quarterly 24 (November 1993): 495-517.

 4 Blake Allmendinger, The Cowboy: Representations of Labor in American Work Culture
 (New York, 1992); Susan Lee Johnson, Roaring Camp: The Social World of the California Gold
 Rush (New York, 2000); Matthew Basso, Laura McCall, and Dee Garceau, eds., Across the Great
 Divide: Cultures of Manhood in the American West (New York, 2001); Peter Boag, Same-Sex
 Affairs: Constructing and Controlling Homosexuality in the Pacific Northwest (Berkeley, CA, 2003).
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 greatest omission in western gender studies, save in the case of Native Americans, re

 mains the critical attention to the region's female-to-male cross-dressers?people whom
 some might consider, in our modern parlance, transgender or even transsexual.5

 The purpose of this essay is to explain why transgenderism has been omitted
 from western regional studies, particularly feminist literature, and to suggest how and

 why it might be studied, and, in the process, complicate the categories of gender and
 sexuality in ways that would demonstrate the fundamental instability of both categories

 in the West of the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth century. In working toward
 these goals, I examine the compounding role that nineteenth-century western myth
 and historical narrative have played in burying the presence of transgenderism, but
 at the same time suggest ways in which transgenderism can be excavated from these
 very myths and narratives.

 Of course applying our terms and concepts of transgenderism and transsexuality
 to the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth century is problematic. The concept of

 5 Among the significant works are Vern L. Bullough, "Transvestites in the Middle Ages,"
 American Journal of Sociology 79 (May 1974): 1381-94; Judith C. Brown, Immodest Acts: The Life
 of a Lesbian Nun in Renaissance Italy (New York, 1986); Rudolf M. Dekker and Lotte C. van de
 Pol, The Tradition of Female Transvestism in Early Modern Europe (New York, 1989); Kathleen
 Brown, '"Changed . . . Into The Fashion of Man': The Politics of Sexual Difference in a
 Seventeenth-century Anglo-American Settlement," Journal of the History of Sexuality 6 (October
 1995): 171-93; Elizabeth D. Leonard, All the Daring of the Soldier: Women of the Civil War Armies
 (New York, 1999); Joanne Meyerowitz, How Sex Changed: A History of Transsexuality in the
 United States (Cambridge, MA, 2002). Examples of western Native American gender studies are
 Walter L. Williams, The Spirit and the Flesh: Sexual Diversity in American Indian Culture (Boston,
 MA, 1992); Will Roscoe, Changing Ones: Third and Fourth Genders in Native North America
 (New York, 1998); Sabine Lang, Men as Women, Women as Men: Changing Gender in Native

 American Cultures (Austin, TX, 1998). Popular and scholarly histories of the West that uncriti
 cally examine female-to-male cross-dressers or assume them to be women are Evelyn A.
 Schlatter, "Drag's a Life: Women, Gender, and Cross-Dressing in the Nineteenth-Century

 West," in Writing the Range: Race, Class, and Culture in the Women's West, ed. Elizabeth Jameson
 and Susan Armitage (Norman, OK, 1997), 334-48; Sally Zanjani, A Mine of Her Own: Women
 Prospectors in the American West, 1850-1950 (Lincoln, NE, 1997), 85-120; DeAnne Blanton,
 "Cathy Williams: Black Woman Soldier, 1866-1868," MINERVA 10 (December 1992): 1-12;
 The San Francisco Lesbian and Gay History Project, '"She Even Chewed Tobacco': A Pictorial
 Narrative of Passing Women in America," in Hidden from History: Reclaiming the Gay and
 Lesbian Past, ed. Martin Bauml Duberman, Martha Vicinus, and George Chauncey, Jr. (New
 York, 1989), 189-92; Mary Chaney Hoffman, "Whips of the Old West," American Mercury 84
 (April 1957): 107-10; Mildretta Hamilton Adams, Historic Silver City: The Story of the Owyhees
 (Homedale, ID, 1960), 56-9; Joyce Roach, "Horse Trader," in The Women Who Made the West, by

 The Western Writers of America (Garden City, NY, 1980), 178-85; Gordon Morris Bakken and
 Brenda Farrington, eds., Encyclopedia of Women in the American West (Thousand Oaks, CA,

 2003), 91-2; Phillip Thomas Tucker, Cathy Williams: From Slave to Female Buffalo Soldier
 (Mechanicsburg, PA, 2002). But alternately, a study arguing for the transsexuality of one well
 known western "cross-dresser" is Louis Sullivan's From Female to Male: The Life of Jack Bee

 Garland (Boston, MA, 1990). Two other critical approaches to cross-dressing are provided by
 Sharon O'Brien, Willa Cather: The Emerging Voice (New York, 1987) and Johnson, Roaring Camp,
 119,213.
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 transsexuality only crystallized in the 1940s and 1950s when advancements in medical

 technology allowed individuals who felt they had the wrong sex or body to surgically
 reshape them. Since then, transsexual identity has expanded to include those who
 choose not to, or are unable to, surgically change their bodies to conform with their
 gender identity. In the last quarter of the twentieth century a broader concept of
 transgenderism emerged. The new understanding includes transsexuals, but it also
 embraces a whole set of people who, perfectly satisfied with their bodies, nevertheless
 identify with the gender "opposite" of the one society normally assigns to their bodies;

 it also counts people who truly transcend normative gender categories, wanting to be
 seen as neither female nor male.6

 Although non-existent as such in the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth cen
 turies, the era had its own notions of transgenderism and transsexuality. Precisely
 at this time so-called experts began to medicalize sexualities. They lumped together
 under the rubric sexual inversion a host of what they considered "perversions," includ

 ing what later would be separately understood as homosexuality, transsexuality, and
 hermaphroditism. Scientific theory of the day linked these "perversions" to individual
 and social degeneracy, and thus medical, legal, and even the less sophisticated popular
 discourse sometimes employed the term "degenerate" as a catchall for individuals who
 were believed to be neither male nor female, but a blend of the two.7 Moreover, as

 some scholars have effectively argued, throughout history there existed people who
 felt they had the wrong sex or body. Some of them, notably in the early-twentieth
 century, even chose the then available surgical procedures and hormonal treatments

 (considerably more modest than those developed in the 1940s) to alter themselves.8
 One such individual was Oregon's Alan Hart, born Alberta Lucille Hart in the

 Willamette Valley town of Albany in 1890. Of all the various cross-dressers of the
 late-nineteenth-, early-twentieth-century West, Hart's life supplies some of the most
 extensive sources. One document, dated 1920, comes from Portland physician J. Allen

 6 Henry S. Rubin, "Phenomenology as Method in Trans Studies," GLQ 4 (1998): 276;
 Suzanne Kessler and Wendy McKenna, "Who put the 'Trans' in Transgender? Gender Theory
 and Everyday Life," International Journal of Transgenderism 4 (July-September 2000), http://www.

 symposion.com/ilt/gilbert/kessler.htm (accessed 21 June 2005); Vern L. Bullough,
 "Transgenderism and the Concept of Gender," International Journal of Transgenderism 4 (July
 September 2000), http://www.symposion.com/ijt/gilbert/bullough.htm (accessed 21 June 2005);
 Judith Halberstam, "Transgender Butch: Butch/FTM Border Wars and the Masculine
 Continuum," GLQ 4 (1998): 303; Gordene Olga MacKenzie, Transgender Nation (Bowling
 Green, OH, 1994).

 7 Joanne Meyerowitz, "Sex and the Popular Press: Historical Notes on Transsexuality in
 the United States, 1930-1955," GLQ 4 (1998): 160; MacKenzie, Transgender Nation, 34-41;
 Bullough, "Transgenderism and the Concept of Gender."

 8 Meyerowitz, "Sex and the Popular Press," 160-1; Judith Halberstam, Female Masculinity
 (Durham, NC, 1998), 86-7; Holly Devor, FTM: Female-to-Male Transsexuals in Society
 (Bloomington, IN, 1997), 3-36.
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 Gilbert who treated Hart in 1917. It reveals that upon Hart's completion of medi
 cal school, he sought Gilbert's care after years of dealing with his female biology but
 wholly masculine inclinations and demeanor. During their sessions, Gilbert learned
 that as a child Hart preferred "boyish" pursuits. For example, he "insisted on sitting
 on the right side of the buggy when driving with [his] mother, giving as a reason
 that [he] was the 'man' of the family." Also, Hart played boys games and "did a boy's
 work about the farm." More than these activities, Hart "[a]lways regarded herself as
 a boy, and thought she would be a boy if only the family would cut her hair and let
 her wear trousers. . . ." Gilbert also related that as an adolescent Hart had "[e]rotic
 dreams about other girls of her own acquaintance with whom she fancied herself in
 love?herself always in the role of the male." In college Hart began wearing some
 articles of men's clothing and during medical school he perused professional books
 to learn about his "true condition." "At first she was plunged into self-condemnation
 and misery," Gilbert detailed, "but very soon came to take a saner view and face her
 problem as best she could." Gilbert and Hart collectively decided it best to treat the
 situation through acceptance. Subsequently, and at the behest of Hart, Gilbert per
 formed a hysterectomy on his patient in part "to relieve her of the ... inconvenience of

 dealing with the flow in male attire." Hart then cut "her" hair, donned the "complete
 male outfit," and "made her exit as a female and started as a male with a new hold on

 life. . . ." Subsequently Hart married women twice and lived as the man he was until
 he died in the 1960s.9

 Hart's own words, related in a remarkable 1918 interview with his hometown
 newspaper, confirm what Gilbert shortly thereafter described. When a reporter
 asked about his "sex change," Hart explained: "I had to do it... . For years I had been
 unhappy. With all the inclinations and desires of the boy I had to restrain myself to
 the more conventional ways of the other sex. I have been happier since I made this
 change than I ever have in my life, and I will continue this way as long as I live. . . .
 I have long suspected my condition, and now I know."10

 9 J. Allen Gilbert, "Homo-Sexuality and Its Treatment," Journal of Nervous and Mental
 Disease 52 (July-December 1920): 297-322, quotes on 300, 302, 317, 319. For secondary accounts
 of Hart, see Tom Bates, "Decades ago, an Oregon doctor tried to redefine gender," (Portland)
 Oregonian, 14 July 1996, pp. Bl, B5; Thomas M. Lauderdale and Tom Cook, "The Incredible Life
 and Loves of the Legendary Lucille Hart," Portland (Oregon) Alternative Connection, September
 1993, p. 1, 4-6; "Lucille Hart marries a woman," Portland Alternative Connection, October 1993,

 p. 1, 4-5; Jonathan Ned Katz, Gay American History: Lesbians and Gay Men in the U.S.A.: a
 Documentary History, rev. ed. (New York, 1992), 258-79; Jonathan Ned Katz, Gay/Lesbian
 Almanac: A New Documentary in which is Contained, in Chronological Order, Evidence of the True
 and Fantastical History of those Persons now called Lesbians and Gay Men (New York, 1983), 516
 22; Gerard Koskovich, "Private Lives, Public Struggles," Stanford 21 (June 1993): 33.

 Albany (Oregon) Daily Democrat, 26 March 1918, p. 1.
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 Such evidence leads to the conclusion that Hart truly was transsexual, even ac
 cording to our standards. But for years, even as late as 1998, feminist, gay, and lesbian
 scholars claimed that he was a woman, likely a lesbian, who dressed as a man.11 In
 light of Hart's story, it is worthy to consider the possibility that other such western
 individuals of the broader era, including Horace Greeley's clerk, whom scholars have
 long accepted as women, were actually transgender or even transsexual according to
 the concepts of their day and the subjects's own beliefs.

 Why has this interpretation eluded historians of the West? The reasons are many
 and interrelated. First has been the predicament in which scholars and popular writ
 ers on women of the West have found themselves: they have been confronted with
 a late-nineteenth-, early-twentieth-century history and historiography dominated
 by men. Some dozen years ago Susan Lee Johnson lamented the dearth of western
 histories that critically examined the connections between gender and race and eth
 nicity. She attributed this circumstance to the accepted dominance of white males
 in the history of the region. Even "the field of western women's history," Johnson
 argued, "has developed with western-history-as-usual as its reference point, deriving
 part of what legitimacy it has achieved from its oppositional relation to the presumed
 white male subject of the history of the American West.'"12 Since Johnson's piece,
 scholars, including Johnson herself, have significantly complicated ethnicity and race

 in western gender studies. Nevertheless, basically the same situation that Johnson
 outlined continues to inhibit the recovery of the transgenderism of cross-dressers in
 the region. When scouring the history of the West for the existence of strong pro
 totypical feminists who spurned the strictures of domesticity and entered into and
 competed in the male world, women's historians and popular writers have accepted
 that female-to-male cross-dressers were women, women who provided a satisfactory
 counterpart to the region's colorful men.

 Related is the heteronormative trap. It presumes that people are heterosexual and
 either male or female; the burden of proof rests with those who contend otherwise.
 But more, this trap ensnares the body itself, inscribing it with the essentialist notion

 that our present-day "normative" heterosexuality, "opposite" sexes, and bifurcated
 gender system apply to all times and all people. Women's histories of the West have
 fallen prey to this trap. They uncritically assume that because female-to-male cross
 dressers have "female" bodies, they are women, failing in the more complex task
 that queer theoreticians such as Judith Butler have been engaged in for some time:

 11 Contentions that Hart was a cross-dressing woman and lesbian include Katz, Gay
 American History, 258-79; Katz, Gay/Lesbian Almanac, 516-22; Margaret Gibson, "The
 Masculine Degenerate: American Doctors' Portrayals of the Lesbian Intellect, 1880-1949,"
 Journal of Women s History 9 (Winter 1998): 81, 91-2. Literature that accepts Hart's transsexual
 ity includes Meyerowitz, "Sex Change and the Popular Press," 161-2 and Susan Stryker, "Local

 Transsexual History," TNT 5 (Summer/Autumn 1995): 14-5.

 12 Johnson, "A memory sweet to soldiers,'" 498.
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 deconstructing the body itself, showing that even what constitutes female and male
 biology is itself socially created. With regard to gender, which is easier to see as be
 ing "constructed" than body would be, Butler also long ago pointed out that gender
 "ought not to be construed as a stable identity or locus of agency from which various

 acts follow; rather, gender is an identity tenuously constituted in time, instituted in
 an exterior space through a stylized repetition of acts." These acts, Butler explained,
 work to construct an identity, a "performative accomplishment which the mundane
 social audience, including the actors themselves, come to believe and to perform in
 the mode of belief."13 In choosing certain articles of clothing and acting in certain
 ways, cross-dressers become the gender and even sex they perform and their societies
 view them as. In wearing the clothing of the opposite gender, cross-dressers of the
 Old West challenged their societies' gender and sexual systems, revealing in their
 presentation and in their bodies that these systems were anything but stable. They
 also transform the term "cross-dresser" (which this essay regrettably employs for the
 sake of convenience) into a tautological exercise?it repeats the assumption that there
 existed in the late-nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century West two immutable poles
 of gender and sexuality.

 Further obfuscating the trans in the gender history of the West is the narrative

 structure that scholars and popular writers have employed to tell the story of the cross

 dresser. Marjorie Garber has termed this storytelling device the "progress narrative."

 Within it, transvestism is normalized, the argument being that the subject changed
 her clothing in order to obtain employment in a man's world, or because she wanted
 to succeed in a profession that her biological sex otherwise excluded her from, or
 because she needed to support her family, or because she desired to follow a husband
 or male lover into a milieu, such as the army, which excluded women.14 While the

 progress narrative has been a storytelling device utilized by scholars who have studied
 cross-dressing "women" in all eras and places, it has been particularly strong in the
 historiography of the West.15

 Partly the regional potency of the progress narrative derives from the nature of the

 evidence. Unlike Alan Hart, few cross-dressers left tell-all accounts of their experiences
 and, in particular, their feelings. Their stories, if told, have usually been communicated

 by others. While this factor has elided transgender people in the history of places

 13 Judith Butler, Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity (New York, 1999),

 179. See also, Butler, Bodies that Matter: On the Discursive Limits of uSex" (New York, 1993).

 14 Marjorie Garber, Vested Interests: Cross Dressing & Cultural Anxiety (New York, 1992),
 68-70.

 15 Examples of scholarly western histories that hold fast to the progress narrative are

 Schlatter, "Drag's a Life"; Blanton, "Cathy Williams"; The San Francisco Lesbian and Gay
 History Project, "She Even Chewed Tobacco"; Tucker, Cathy Williams; Tania Modleski, "A
 Woman's Gotta Do . . . What a Man's Gotta Do? Cross-dressing in the Western," Signs 22
 (Spring 1997): 525.
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 other than the American West, the problem is compounded in this region. As this
 essay will show, a number of the most significant late-nineteenth- and early-twentieth
 century chronicles of female-to-male cross-dressers in the West were written precisely
 at the time when Americans generally understood the mythical frontier to be passing.
 Told within this context, these narratives tended themselves to perpetuate myths
 and accepted tropes about the West, in particular regarding the relationship between
 the frontier's profound sexual imbalance and proper gender roles and at a time when
 the region was becoming incorporated into the rest of the republic. Period literature
 on cross-dressers often explain their subjects according to two dominant ideas about
 the West that circulated at the time. One was the West as a (particularly colorful)

 male space. The other was the West as a region that followed its own progress nar
 rative from a state of wilderness and savagery to an acceptably settled landscape fully
 integrated into the nation.16 The problem the first narrative structure has created
 for locating the trans in the gender history of the West, I have outlined above. The
 problem with the second is that it inscribes onto the bodies and into the biographies
 of cross-dressers a regional history broken into stages that successfully concludes when
 order is established, in this case the femininity and true womanhood of the subjects
 are recovered. This progressive nature of period documents intensifies the propensity
 to view western cross-dressers within what Marjorie Garber identified as the modern
 day progress narrative.

 Substantial evidence supports the progress narrative for western cross-dressers,
 so historians can hardly be faulted for succumbing to its allure. Consider the case of
 the enigmatic Elsa Jane Guerin, also known as Mountain Charley, who did leave a
 firsthand account of her life masquerading as a male in the West of the 1850s. After
 a rogue known only as Jamieson murdered her husband, a river-boat pilot on the

 Mississippi, Guerin found herself a single mother without any skills and with full
 knowledge of "the prejudices to be overcome by any young woman who seeks to earn
 an honest livelihood by her own exertions." In order to provide for herself and her
 children, Guerin donned male attire, worked as a cabin boy on rivers of the Middle
 Border and subsequently as a miner, rancher, and saloon operator in California
 and Colorado.17

 More verifiable stories also lend themselves to the progress narrative. For example,
 San Francisco-born Elvira Virginia Mugarrieta became Jack Garland in 1892. A
 Stockton newspaper reported five years later that Garland "preferred to travel in male

 16 An excellent essay that explores the coexistence and similarities of these two turn-of
 the-twentieth-century notions about the West is Richard White's "When Frederick Jackson
 Turner and Buffalo Bill Cody Both Played Chicago in 1893," in Frontier and Region: Essays in
 Honor of Martin Ridge, ed. Robert C. Ritchie and Paul Andrew Hutton (San Marino, CA;
 Albuquerque, NM, 1997), 201-12.

 17 Elsa Jane Guerin, Mountain Charley, or the Adventures of Mrs. E.J. Guerin, Who Was
 Thirteen Years in Male Attire; An Autobiography Comprising a Period of Thirteen Years Life in the

 States, California, and Pike's Peak (Norman, OK, 1968), Quote on 18. See also, 14, 15, 17, 19, 22,
 32, 35, 37.
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 attire as her chances of
 securing work were made
 better." "It is my only
 protection," Garland ex
 plained, "I do it because I
 am alone; it is the best way
 in my condition."18 Bessi

 Martini and llene Shaw,
 also both Californians
 and contemporaries of
 Garland, posed as men.
 In the guise of E. W.

 Campbell, the former
 operated a launch on the
 Sacramento River and
 worked reclaiming land
 from sloughs. "I saw a
 chance to go to work if I
 could only make people
 believe I was a man,"
 Martini told a newspa
 per, "So I bought a suit of
 clothes and had my hair
 shaved."19 Shaw found it

 impossible to earn a liv
 ing as a woman without
 turning to prostitution
 and so, "I simply changed
 my petticoats for trousers
 and took a job as a bell
 hop."20

 Harry Allen, born
 Nell Pickerell in Seattle,
 dressed as a man and

 Figure 1. Harry Allen, born Nell Pickerell, developed quite the
 reputation in the early twentieth-century Pacific Northwest for his
 female-to-male cross-dressing. Allen is pictured here in 1912, when
 arrested as a man on charges of white slavery in Portland. Officials
 soon learned of his female anatomy and the story was well publicized in
 Portland newspapers, where a considerable public debate occurred over
 the meaning of gender and sex. Portland News, 12 June 1912. Image
 courtesy of the Oregon Historical Society, #OrHi21178.

 traveled and worked as such throughout the Pacific Northwest from the 1890s until his
 death in 1922.21 In 1912, believing him a man, authorities arrested him under suspicion
 of white slavery when he arrived in Portland from Washington State accompanying a

 18 Sullivan, From Female to Male, 8, quotes on 17, 20-1, 76 and The San Francisco Lesbian
 and Gay History Project, "She Even Chewed Tobacco," 189-92.

 19 San Francisco Daily News, 21 May 1915, p. 6.

 20 Portland News, 3 July 1913, p. 6.

 21 Seattle Mail and Herald, 19 December 1903, p. 2; Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 28 December
 1922, sec. 2, p. 16; Portland News, 10 April 1912, p. 3.
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 woman of the "underworld" who posed as his wife.22 At the time of Allen's Portland
 incarceration, Miriam Van Waters was there gathering data on delinquent girls for
 her doctoral thesis. Van Waters related that after "H. A." had given birth, the father
 deserted her. Failing to make ends meet as a domestic servant and waitress, "[s]he
 then put on man's attire, and did a man's work in farms, lumber camps, freight de
 pots, stables, dock yards, and cattle ranches, earning a man's full wage. . . . declaring
 that it is impossible for her to earn an honest and adequate living while dressed as
 a woman."23

 Substantial evidence supports the progress narrative. But this perspective on why
 a woman would don male attire leads to erasure, precluding a consideration of the
 possibility that some such individuals chose to dress the way they did because they
 did not consider themselves women. Allen, for example, explained that as a child he
 evinced a "boyish manner" and a "boyish disposition" that did not alter even upon
 entering adolescence. He further claimed that, "I have been posing as a man for . . .
 years. I can't wear women's clothes. I have worn these so long and walked and talked
 like a man for so many years it would be impossible for me to make another change
 of sex."24 Also, after discovering in 1911 that local cobbler Ray Leonard had a female
 body, Lebanon, Oregon, authorities forced him to wear dresses. But, as local physician
 Mary Rowland reported, Leonard continued to wear trousers beneath his skirts and
 once protested, "Look at me, Dr. Rowland, do you think I have one feminine feature?"25
 At the very least, this evidence suggests a self-proclaimed male identity for both Allen
 and Leonard. At the most, it provides real early twentieth-century evidence that Allen
 and Leonard understood their clothing and behaviors as transformative, exactly what
 Judith Butler theorized much later.

 Even Elsa Jane Guerin (Mountain Charley) admitted to her masculine qualities,
 this in the face of having raised several children, taken a second husband years after
 having begun to don male attire, and eventually resuming the life of a woman. When
 only twelve years old, and despite having reached the "stature and appearance [of]
 most women at sixteen," Guerin reported that she "had [also] attained a strength of
 character, a firmness, and self-reliance, that amounted to almost masculine force. In
 addition to this [she] was impetuous, self-willed?traits . . . whose existence [she felt

 22 Morning (Portland) Oregonian, 4 June 1912, p. 12; Oregon (Portland) Journal, 4 June 1912,

 p. 6; "Portland Police Department's Women's Auxiliary Reports," 19 June 1912, Lola G. Baldwin
 Papers, Portland Police Museum, Portland, OR.

 23 Miriam Van Waters, "The Adolescent Girl among Primitive Peoples," Journal of Religious
 Psychology 7 (January 1914): 108. In Van Water's article, Case 1 actually refers only to "H.A."
 These initials undoubtedly refer to "Harry Allen" and the materials contained within the life
 story match biographical information for him/Nell Pickerell contained in other sources referred
 to in this article. See also, Estelle B. Freedman, Maternal Justice: Miriam Van Waters and the

 Female Reform Tradition (Chicago, 1996), 52-3.

 24 Van Waters, "The Adolescent Girl," 108 and Morning Oregonian, 4 June 1912, p. 12.

 25 Mary Canaga Rowland, As Long as Life: The Memoirs of a Frontier Woman Doctor, Mary
 Canaga Rowland, 1873-1966, ed. F.A. Loomis (Seattle, 1994), 107.
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 would] account for much of the strangeness of [her] subsequent career." Of a time later
 in life, Guerin remarked: "I found myself able to banish almost wholly, the woman
 from my countenance."26

 Certainly some could argue that Guerin's phrase "masculine force," as well as
 Allen's and Leonard's "boyish manner," "boyish disposition," and "feminine feature"
 are these individuals' utilization of the gendered language of the time rather than as
 references to identity. But if we extricate ourselves from the automatic assumption
 that these individuals were women, then whole new possibilities for understanding
 gender open up. In fact, the apparel, lives, experiences, and words of these people serve
 themselves to abrade, for the subjects and their societies, the very gender categories of

 male and female and masculine and feminine. For those uncomfortable in taking this
 mental leap, consider that any number of these individuals also spoke of "sex change"
 or "change of sex," something their societies actually believed possible when people
 of one sex began behaving and dressing in ways associated with the opposite gender;
 this is what the era's sexual inversion indeed meant. Moreover, thinking back to Alan
 Hart whom evidence supports as transsexual, we also know that he, an extraordinarily
 learned person, as well as his physician, also resorted to the era's gendered language
 to explain his transsexual feelings: "boyish" pursuits, "a boy's work," "the role of the

 male," "all the inclinations and desires of the boy." The possibility arises, then, that
 in employing the language available at the time, other period cross-dressers described
 an identity as did Hart.

 Another way to gauge the transgenderism of cross-dressers is through their com
 munities' eyes. From 1889 to 1911, the residents of Lebanon, Oregon, fully recog
 nized Ray Leonard as a man. For years, other men of the community gathered at his
 shoeshop to socialize and also accompanied him on hunting trips. Harry Allen's jail

 matron in 1912 stated to a Portland paper that, "she looks and talks and walks and
 acts like a man." "Why, every time," she confessed, "I go into the room where she is,
 although I know all about her, I can't help feeling that there is a man in the room.
 I went in there in night attire one evening, and she sat there in her street clothes,
 and I nearly screamed with the feeling that I had blundered into the presence of a
 man in dishabille."27

 Joe Monahan offers a particularly instructive case. Born Johanna Monahan
 in about 1850 in Buffalo, New York, some seventeen years later "Joe" arrived in the
 Silver City mining district of southwestern Idaho. From then until his death around
 New Years 1904, he worked the area as a prospector, bronco buster, sawmill operator,
 sheepherder, cowboy, and small-time cattle rancher.28 Upon Monahan's death, locals

 Guerin, Mountain Charley, 13-4, 20.

 27 PortlandNews, 11 June 1912, p. 1.

 28 Sources spell Monahan's name in a variety of ways. I have adopted the spelling from the
 1870, 1880, and 1900 Manuscript Population Census Returns for Owyhee County, Idaho [here
 after, MPCR]. See, household number 200, 1870, Silver City, dwelling house number 218, 1880
 Enumeration District 29; dwelling house number 227, 1900 DeLamar Precinct. Census records
 accessed on microfilm at the Family History Research Library, Salt Lake City.
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 Figure 2. When traveling from Buffalo, New York, to Silver City, Idaho, in the late 1860s, Johanna
 Monahan took on the persona of Joe. Despite the fact that locals there were not completely con
 vinced of his sex, for a number of years Joe would lead a quiet life, working as a man in various
 occupations along the Idaho-Oregon border. Then, at the time of his death around New Years 1904,
 locals discovered his female sex. The story generated much interest and took on a life of its own
 as it spread across the country, as suggested by the above illustration, which was part of an expos?
 originally published in March 1904 in the American-]ournaLExaminer. Image courtesy of Denver
 Public Library, Western History Collection, Rocky Mountain News, 13 March 1904, Z-8995.
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 discovered his female sex. A few days later, W. F. Schnabel, an old-time area cowboy,
 wrote to the Buffalo Chief of Police hoping to find Monahan's next of kin. In his
 letter, Schnabel recalled Monahan's life: "He had fought his way through with many
 of us," Schnabel reminisced, "suffered hardship and hunger in early days and never
 whimpered.. . . the cowboys treated him with the greatest respect, and he was always
 welcome to eat and sleep at their camps."29 Schnabel admitted that, "It was always
 surmised that Joe was a woman." Evidence from the 1880 census verifies this theory.

 That year, Ezra Mills served as the census enumerator for District No. 29, Owyhee
 County, Idaho. Both Mills and Monahan resided in this very census tract; in fact,
 Mills counted his family's dwelling house as the 221st and "Joseph" Monahan's as
 the 218th, suggesting that they lived in close proximity and were more than casual
 acquaintances. For Monahan's sex, Mills recorded "male." But next to this entry, he

 penciled in, "Doubtful Sex."30 For some years, locals suspected that Monahan was
 a woman. But, as Schnabel explained, "no one could vouch for the truth of it. . . .
 He never would reveal his identity and all cowboys respected him. He was a small,
 beardless, little man with the hands, feet, stature and voice of a woman. He never
 told a word to his best friends who he was and what he was."31

 Although locals had wondered and upon his death, "the long and deep mystery
 [was] cleared up," nonetheless they accepted Monahan as a man during his lifetime.

 Throughout his letter, Schnabel continued to refer to Joe, even now that the "mystery"

 was "cleared up," using the pronouns he, him, and his. Schnabel even began his let
 ter with the rather compassionate sentence, "Dear Sir?There died near here a little

 man, who has been known by all frontiersmen, such as miners and cowboys, as 'Joe
 Manahan' [sic]." 32 Certainly such persistent sentiment lends credence to the claim
 that to his community, despite uncertainty, Monahan was a man. Moreover, that

 Monahan himself lived in this corner of the West from 1867 to 1904 in men's cloth

 ing and did a mans job and never seems to have contradicted community sentiment,
 strongly suggests that he felt the same.

 Some westerners understood and explained cross-dressers according to the era's
 developing medical terminology. Such was the case with regard to John Hill, who
 arrived in the western Colorado town of Meeker early in the summer of 1912. He

 29 Buffalo EveningNews, 3 O'Clock edition, 11 January 1904, p. 1.

 30 Dwelling house number 218 and dwelling house number 221, 1880 Enumeration District
 29, MPCR.

 31 Buffalo EveningNews, 3 O'Clock edition, 11 January 1904, p. 1.

 52 Ibid.
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 found employment in a local roadhouse and began courting Anna Slifka, a waitress
 and, according to reports, "a comely young German girl of quiet disposition and good
 name." The two married that November. The following September, Anna's brother
 Victor filed a complaint accusing John of being a woman. Soon Hill stood before a
 local justice for the crime of impersonating a man. The hearing revealed his original
 name to be Helen Hilsher, that one witness knew Hilsher had been "masquerading
 as a man" for years "since leaving Denver," and that wife Anna "did not know that
 'Jack' was a woman until recently when the case was brought and then only through

 hearsay." The entire story and hearing caused quite the sensation, but neither Victor
 nor even Anna claimed to have any ill feelings toward Hill, and others from both
 near and far spoke sympathetically on his behalf. But the local news editor's response
 differed markedly. He crudely questioned of Hill, "What is It?" and then retorted with
 the era's negative medicalized language, "A moral pervert, a degenerate. . . ?"33

 Community views of cross-dressers ranged the spectrum. In some cases they saw
 them as women in men's clothing. In other cases they perceived them as men. In many
 instances they did neither, utilizing available terms, categories, and concepts to accede

 to these individuals' ambiguous gender and sex. Sometimes they created their own
 terminology that did the same thing, such as the hyphenated "man-woman."34 Even
 when community members employed everyday expressions such as man and woman,
 male and female, masculine and feminine, ambivalence often pervaded their use of
 such terms. In all these ways late-nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century western
 cross-dressers helped to erode such sex and gender categories altogether, exposing them
 as anything but stable. Historians who study such individuals in the West therefore
 should, if they examine the evidence critically, also avoid the propensity to automati
 cally normalize them as women. As one contemporary thoughtfully opined when he
 learned about Alan Hart's sex change, "This is a very serious matter. It means more
 than enslaving a man to female attire or gratifying the desire of a female to play the

 male role."35

 33 Quotes from 20 September 1913 and 27 September 1913 editions of Meeker (Colorado)
 Herald, see also 25 November 1912 edition; clippings in Marriage and Obituary files, Meeker
 Public Library, Meeker, CO. For an examination of a Texas physician's use of medicalized lan
 guage to explain female homosexuality in John Wesley Carhart's 1895 western dime novel,

 Norma Trist; or, Pure Carbon: A Story of the Inversion of the Sexes (Austin, TX, 1895), see Kim
 Emery, "Steers, Queers, and Manifest Destiny: Representing the Lesbian Subject in Turn-of
 the-century Texas," Journal of the History of Sexuality 5 (July 1994): 26-57. Susan Lee Johnson
 also noted that in 1852 a California gold rusher used the term "hermaphrodite" to describe a
 Chilean in the area. Johnson explains that sources do not provide any additional information,
 for example if this was a male or female cross-dresser or was someone with indiscernible genita
 lia. Nonetheless, the point is that some very specific terminology for "transgenderism" floated
 about the West at the time. Roaring Camp, 171.

 34 For example, Portland News, 8 June 1912, p. 1; and 3 August 1917, p. 1.

 35 NA, "Amazing Sex Discovery" Medical Sentinel 26 (June 1918): 253.
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 In further examining the deficiencies of the progress narrative, it should be pointed

 out that changing one's costume did not necessarily conclude in economic advance
 ment. "They can't leave me alone," Harry Allen complained to a reporter about the
 media, "Because I choose to wear men's clothing, they follow me down wherever I go."
 "All I ask," he continued, "is to be let alone to earn an honest living. But they won't
 give me a chance."36 Alan Hart's story is also instructive on this point. He attended

 grade school, high school, Stanford University, and the University of Oregon College
 of Medicine as a female, but began his gradual transition to male attire at the latter
 two institutions, completing it only after graduating in 1917. If one were to assume

 Hart was a woman, it might seem that life as a male would open up more possibilities
 in the medical profession at that time. But male clothing failed subsequently to lead
 to job security, at least initially. Sometime in late 1917/early 1918, for example, while
 employed as a man in the San Francisco City Hospital, a woman who had previously
 known Hart as a female while at Stanford recognized him and "then went from place
 to place telling it." Although hospital authorities were reportedly "satisfied," nonethe
 less Hart felt compelled to "resign and leave San Francisco."37 Later in life Hart wrote
 several novels. A subplot of his second, The Undaunted (1936), set in the fictional

 Northwest city of "Seaforth," revolves about Sandy Farquhar, a homosexual male and,

 like Hart, a radiologist. In telling this character's difficult employment history, Hart

 undoubtedly drew upon his own experiences. (Subsequent to California, Hart took
 a succession of jobs in New Mexico, Idaho, and Montana before finding job security
 in New York.) Hart explained that Farquhar "stuck it out" in medical school, despite
 "a fellow there who'd known him in college and spread the word about Sandy." But
 henceforth for Farquhar, "when it came to outrunning gossip he found he couldn't do it.

 He went into radiology because he thought it wouldn't matter so much in a laboratory
 what a man's personality was. But wherever he went, scandal followed him sooner or
 later. . . . His story would get around and then he'd be forced to leave. 'Resigning by
 request' was the way he put it."38 Surely, wearing men's clothing did not necessarily
 enhance job and business prospects for either Hart or Harry Allen.

 Another way to critique the progress narrative's suitability for explaining the
 cross-dresser is to consider biological males who assumed the identities of women.

 We have known for sometime that in the Old West, male immigrants often had to
 perform traditional women's work, and that during dances held at ranches and in

 ,6 PortlandNews, 10 June 1912, p. 1.

 37 Albany (Oregon) Daily Democrat, 26 March 1918, p. 1; "Amazing Sex Discovery," 253; The
 National Cyclopaedia of American Biography (New York, 1969), 51, 604-5.

 58 Alan Hart, The Undaunted (New York, 1936), 262.
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 mining districts some might offer themselves as the female partner. Such activities
 themselves, as Susan Lee Johnson has shown, helped destabilize gender.39 But there
 were others who actually became women, adopting feminine clothing and working
 as such for years. The best known is "Old Nash" who married a succession of soldiers

 while laboring as a washwoman for the Seventh Cavalry. Elizabeth Bacon Custer
 reported that Old Nash had tried life as a man, but found "life as a laundress easier"
 and, ironically, became "weary of the laborious life of a man."40 Further complicating

 the progress narrative, then, is the question of why a man would eschew masculine
 advantage and become a woman? Old Nash's story suggests that something more
 akin to gender and sex feelings and identities must have been at work in the lives of
 at least some western cross-dressers.

 The structure of the progress narrative collapses under the weight of the economic

 and employment reality of a number of those who dressed as men as well as the ap
 parent reason why men dressed as women. This does not mean to suggest that the
 hopes for better employment opportunities and financial remuneration had no part
 in compelling some women to cross-dress. Certainly, their own words often speak
 otherwise. Moreover, we know more about those whose costumes did fail them,

 leaving us mainly with evidence from the lives of those who faced the full brunt of a

 prejudicial society. But one thing that has escaped purveyors of the progress narrative
 is that any number of women whose lives as men were ruined because of discovery,

 persisted in wearing men's clothing even in the face of employment and social persecu
 tion, suggesting again that something more was going on. In any case, the examples
 offered here demonstrate that the reality for the cross-dresser was in fact rather more
 complex than the progress narrative allows.

 Another reason why the progress narrative requires complication, particularly in
 western studies, is because of its enslavement here to the fictive West. Many of the

 period accounts that later popular writers and scholars have depended on in their
 study of cross-dressers resort to romantic ideas about the Wild West and its history.
 It is hardly surprising that western Americans in the late-nineteenth and early-twen
 tieth centuries might employ their region's emergent myths and history for whatever
 purpose. After all, excitement about the West enveloped the nation at the time:
 dime novels, wild west shows, Theodore Roosevelt, The Virginian, Charles Russell
 and Frederic Remington paintings, the frontier thesis, and national parks captivated
 the imaginations of Americans. This national craze influenced western Americans,

 providing them a nascent sense of regional identity at the very time that the "Wild

 39 See Johnson, Roaring Camp. In Same-Sex Affairs, I explore a range of masculine and femi
 nine identities for males in the late-nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century Pacific Northwest,
 some who dressed as women and others who did not. See, particularly, the story of James Arthur
 "Alice" Baker, 82.

 40 Elizabeth B. Custer, Boots and Saddles, Or Life in Dakota with General Custer (New York,
 1885), 199, 202.
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 West" seemed to be passing and they were being incorporated into a larger nation
 thanks to, among other things, modern transportation and communication networks.

 Western Americans invoked the romance of their region in the stories they told about
 their own cross-dressers, for as the Old West myth stretched the imagination, so too

 did the cross-dresser. The two might be used to explain each other.
 Simultaneously, the turn-of-the-twentieth-century West was, like the rest of the

 nation, struggling to make sense of changing sexuality and gender roles and norms.
 Because of the exigencies of western settlement, women's separate domestic sphere had
 long overlapped men's public sphere throughout the region. But as women across the
 country gained privileges hitherto reserved for males, and as other social changes at
 the time profoundly affected gender and sexuality, a national debate ensued over the
 meaning of manhood and womanhood. The two phenomena?the crystallization of
 the Old West myth and the disruption of gender and sexuality?coincided with each
 other. Indeed, they were interrelated. When westerners resorted to western myth
 and narrative to help explain the western cross-dresser, they did so in order to rees
 tablish a gender balance that, while upset for some time, now seemed to have become

 completely dislodged from its fulcrum. In responding the way they did, westerners
 invoked a regional perspective that made sense to them. But the stories they ended
 up telling of the cross-dresser only worked to further obscure from later historians the

 realities of the lives of these people.

 Upon learning of a local cross-dresser's biological sex, westerners tended to tell
 two stories. One reported the "facts" of the case. The other story offered a much

 more imaginative account that drew from the romanticized West. Upon learning
 that Harry Allen was Nell Pickerell, local papers created an apocryphal western story
 about him that matched his mysterious gender identity. They dubbed Allen "Spokane
 Nell," described "her" dress as that of a "cowpuncher" and "gunfighter," labeled
 "her" a "bad man," and claimed that "she" had been in and out of jails up and down
 the West Coast for any number of offenses wholly western in nature: horse stealing,
 saloon brawling, selling bootleg liquor on Indian reservations, and highway robbery.41
 One reporter asked Allen, "And you used to work on ranches and 'bust' broncos?"
 "Yes indeed," supposedly came the response, "and I'm some bronco buster, too, if I do
 say it myself."42 The veracity of this information is highly suspect in light of the more

 mundane details of Allen's life in urban Seattle, as well as his protest against these
 very allegations.4]

 41 Morning Oregonian, 4 June 1912, p. 12; Portland Evening Telegram, 4 June 1912, p. 8;

 Portland News, 10 June 1912, p. 1; Portland News, 12 June 1912, p. 1; Seattle PostAntelligencer, 28
 December 1922, sec. 2, p. 16.

 42 Portland News, 10 April 1912, p. 3.

 " Ibid, 10 June 1912, p. 1.
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 In another 1885 case, Colorado journalist George West presented his personal
 account of his 1859-1860 encounter with Mountain Charley, a Mountain Charley ap
 parently different from Elsa Jane Guerin. West's Mountain Charley, previously known
 as Charlotte, had been married at age nineteen to a man in Des Moines, Iowa, and was

 then deserted by him for another woman. Charlotte assumed the identity of Charley

 in order more easily to track down her husband and his lover who had, shortly after
 their elopement, headed West. George West described her outlandish activities within
 a western framework: Charley prospected in Colorado and New Mexico, drove mules
 for the federal government across the Southern Plains, was a remarkably accomplished
 horseman, followed the "warpath" to avenge her husband's desertion, successfully
 tracked her husband back and forth between Nebraska and Colorado, and engaged in
 an astonishing gunfight. A later addendum to the story reveals Charley's subsequent
 participation, as a man, in the Civil War along the Kansas-Missouri border.44 In the
 case of both Allen and Charlotte, the allure of western romanticism?gunfights,
 saloon brawls, bronco busting, highway robbery, the warpath, prospecting, mule-driv

 ing?helped a broader society to make sense of the otherwise perplexing gender and
 even sexuality of mysterious characters such as these.45

 Strikingly, the tales of the Mountain Charleys?both Charlotte and Guerin?and
 even that of the "male-to-female-to-male-to-female" Old Nash, reflect certain elements

 of the parable that Horace Greeley told of the clerk he met in 1859 along the Pike's
 Peak Express. These stories are progress narratives in themselves: the subjects donned
 male clothing in order to be able to head West to make a living there or undertake
 other missions that precluded women; in the West they succeeded in maintaining
 their male identities; upon returning to the East and to domesticity, they resumed
 the role of women. At least metaphorically this happened in the case of the Pike's
 Peak clerk. In the case of Guerin, she abdicated her male persona when marrying the

 barkeeper of her Denver saloon in the winter of 1859-1860; the two shortly thereafter
 returned to the States. As for Old Nash, she dressed as a man "to support herself by
 driving . . . ox-teams over the plains to New Mexico." But when the "railroads had
 replaced that mode of transporting freight . . . she was thrown out of employment."
 Back in Kentucky "she resumed her woman's dress and entered the army."46 As for
 Charlotte, eventually she cast off men's apparel and resettled in Des Moines, married,
 raised a family, and, according to George West, passed "her declining years in a sphere
 suited to her sex, loved and respected by all who [knew] her."47

 44 G.W., "Mountain Charley: Colorado Story of Love, Lunacy, and Revenge," and
 "Mountain Charley: A Sequel," in Guerin, Mountain Charley, 63-78 and 79-112.

 45 For other examples, see Schlatter, "Drag's a Life," 340?1.

 46 Custer, Boots and Saddles, 199.

 47 Guerin, Mountain Charley, 111.
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 Along these same lines, the period chronicles of Joe Monahan are richly illumi
 nating.48 Shortly after his death around New Years 1904, various accounts circulated
 in Idaho (though outside of Monahan's immediate community) about the enigmatic

 Monahan. One complicated theory held that Joe really had been the "notorious Kate
 Bender." In 1873, Bender mysteriously disappeared after authorities discovered several

 grisly murders at her parents's roadhouse in Kansas. At the time of Monahan's death,
 a recent migrant to Idaho imagined a link between Monahan and Bender, recalling
 a pair of suspicious "smooth faced" men who some years before had shown up in his
 former home of Sweethome, Oregon. Locals there believed, because of the "men's"
 appearance, that they really were women. They imagined, furthermore, that they were
 none other than Mrs. Bender and her daughter Kate. That the younger man had set
 out for eastern Oregon at about the time that Joe had turned up in the region led to
 the suspicion that Kate and Joe were the same. "The Bender disappearance," an Idaho
 paper reported in March 1904, "had been one of the historic mysteries of the west,
 and although many have professed knowledge concerning its true solution, nothing
 has ever resulted." "The true history will probably never be known," the same paper
 continued in its next issue, "but the belief will always remain in the minds of many
 pioneers of the northwest that Joe Monaghan [sic] and Kate Bender were one and
 the same. . . ."49

 Linking Monahan to one of the larger-than-life mysteries of the Old West made
 it easier for some to explain this enigmatic Idahoan. Other stories generated about

 Monahan at the time sought to recover his gender identity as a woman. Significantly,
 the feat was accomplished by turning to the East, to Buffalo, whence Monahan came.

 After W. F. Schnabels appeal to the Buffalo police to help locate Monahan's next of
 kin appeared in the local paper, Katherine Walter stepped forward and claimed that
 she had taken Johanna in as a child to rescue her from her drunken father. When
 fourteen, Walter claimed, Johanna left for the West in order to strike it big in mining.

 Walter also explained that the two had remained in contact through letters over the
 years. That Schnabel sketchily recalled in his correspondence with the Buffalo police
 that some years before he had mailed letters to Buffalo from Idaho for Monahan and

 that these letters, he thought, were addressed to a "Mrs. J. Waters, or Walters," lends

 48 Of all the western cross-dressers, Monahan is the best known, despite the fact that he
 remains obscure in historical sources. Even a full-length feature film, though it bears hardly any
 resemblance to the reality of Monahan's life, has been made about him. Perhaps most disap
 pointing about The Ballad of Little Jo (Maggie Greenwald, 1993) is its portrayal of Monahan as a
 cross-dressing heterosexual female. See also, Modleski, "A Woman's Gotta Do."

 49 Lewiston (Idaho) Morning Tribune, 8 March 1909, clipping in "Jo Monahan" Vertical File,
 Idaho State Historical Society, Boise, Idaho and Lewiston (Idaho) Morning Tribune, 9 March
 1904, p. 5.
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 credence to this story as the reality of Joe's background.50 Nonetheless, it proved
 somewhat less interesting of a narrative than Idahoans demanded, it did not put to

 rest lingering questions over Monahan's true sex and gender.
 A March 1904 dispatch from a writer in Boise to the American-Journal-Examiner

 provided a more satisfactory explanation. Offering a photograph of a lovely young
 hoop-skirt clad woman reputed to be "Jo," this apocryphal version of Monahan's biog
 raphy claimed that she had been the debutante daughter of a leading Buffalo family.

 Unable to overcome the power of attraction, but not her parents's protestations, Jo
 linked up with "a well-known society man of dissolute habits." When her parents
 discovered her trysts, they disowned her. Now pregnant, but unwed, Jo accompanied
 her paramour to New York City where he soon abandoned her. "Disgraced" and
 "dispelled" from Buffalo's high society, she could not return. Thoughtfully, however,
 she placed her newborn son in her sister's care and then,

 The child's future assured, she determined to begin life anew in the West, that was

 then offering homes for the outcasts of all lands. In those days a journey across the

 continent was an undertaking attended by many hardships and not a few dangers.

 This was the more so in the case of a woman travelling [sic] alone. It was on this
 account that the brave little woman decided to don the more convenient attire

 of the male sex, discarding her own dress with her past. Assuming the disguise
 of a man, she joined a party of homeseekers and prospectors and started for
 the West.51

 The myth and narrative of western history that this story employs bears a striking
 resemblance to elements of Frederick Jackson Turner's frontier thesis iterated only a
 decade before. Period chroniclers of Joe Monahan obviously invoked it to explain
 how it was that this mysterious individual came to cross-dress. But to solve the full
 enigma of Monahan's gender and sex, these chroniclers also had to turn to the East
 and, in essence, the post-frontier. On the one hand, western exigencies had profoundly
 disrupted gender and sexuality. On the other, the East provided a presumably more

 50 Buffalo EveningNews, 5 O'Clock edition, 12 January 1904, p. 1 and, 3 O'Clock edition,
 11 January 1904, quote on p. 1. The 1903 Buffalo city directory shows a "Catherine" Walter at
 394 7th Street. The 1904 directory reveals a "Katherine" Walter, again residing at 394 7th
 Street. The latter directory also indicates that Anna Walter, "matron 1st prect." also resided at
 394 7th Street. The Buffalo Evening News noted in its article about Joe Monahan and Katherine

 Walter for 12 January 1904 that the latter was the "mother of Miss Anna Walter, matron at
 Police Headquarters." This additional information lends yet more credence to the Buffalo pa
 per's rendition of Joe's background as the truth. The Buffalo city directory references were sup
 plied to the author by Catherine L. Mason, Assistant Librarian, Buffalo and Erie County
 Historical Society, 2 June 1998.

 51 "Cowboy Joe?was a Woman!" American-Journal-Examiner, 1904, photocopy in "Jo
 Monahan" Vertical File, Idaho State Historical Society, Boise, ID.
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 settled place where balance in gender and sexuality could be expected. In the East
 the truth was discovered: Joe was a woman! But not just any woman, rather an
 unambiguous woman: the daughter of a high-society family, and a mother who had
 been seduced and abandoned by the machinations of the worst type of man.

 Period stories of Monahan as well as those of the Mountain Charleys and even
 Horace Greeley's clerk are progress narratives in their own right: the cross-dresser's
 transformation into a man is temporary and for some specified purpose. But more, the

 progress successfully terminates when the subject resumes a womanly identity, passing

 the remainder of her life, as one period observer put it, in "a sphere suited to her sex."

 These anecdotes also indicate that proper gender balance and acceptable gender roles,
 upset by western regional and historical contingencies, could be reestablished within
 a national framework. The cross-dresser often behaved in displeasing ways in the
 frontier West, as a male bandit, a rootless man in search of fortune or revenge, a man

 who had failed in mining and frozen his feet, or who was thrown out of work thanks

 to modern technologies advancing on the frontier. The East and post-frontier era,
 however, with actual marriage, family, a ready circle of friends, and a settled domes

 tic life, provided the means by which proper femininity could be restored. Casting
 the story of the revealed cross-dresser into such a narrative provided a sure way for
 participants in and observers of the otherwise disturbing events of the historic West

 and the passing of the frontier to reclaim a sense of normalcy and explain certain
 aberrant circumstances about the region and its people as momentary.

 Feminist scholars and popular writers who have taken female-to-male cross-dress
 ers of the Old West as their subject have effectively erased "transgenderism" from one
 of the most obvious places where it has lurked in the region. Period documents con
 cerning cross-dressers, sprinkled with references to the western myth and the frontier

 thesis have of course compounded the problem. Western and frontier romanticism are
 seductive, no doubt. Their continued province in cross-dresser studies demonstrates
 their persistent power to shape our assumptions about the region. But in assuming
 essentialist gender and sexuality systems and in privileging heteronormativity, scholars
 and writers have actually ignored the remarkable evidence that period documents, from
 both the cross-dressers and their communities, contain. The evidence demonstrates

 a transgender past, in the process making clear neither gender itself nor sexuality nor
 even biology were ever that stable, but rather created and recreated over the course
 of older western history. A careful and critical reading of sources, an attention to
 regional forces and narratives at work, and a broader deployment of certain categories

 of analysis demonstrate that the trans in western gender history lies precisely at the
 point where converge and diverge the trails of the various "men" and "women" who
 crisscrossed the region during the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth century.
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